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From the Editor
The usual November edition with a military
flavour in support of all our serving and veteran members of the Armed Forces, and
those working alongside UK Forces. The
water colour on Page 28 was done by Bro.
William Thomson was initiated in 1919 and
was a lithograph artist. I’m sure many lodges have similar images.
This month has a range of articles from Benjamin Franklin to the Zulus wars to Vietnam
to local POWs in Lanarkshire, ending up
with a real good news story.

LEST WE FORGET!
Grant
Cover—PM jewel of Pioneer Lodge No.420
(IC) of the 16th Battalion of the Royal Irish Rifles (Pioneers Ulster Division) which featured in
the November 2018 Edition (if any brother
would like a copy, just ask). P.21 has another
Irish military lodge.

The Cross Keys is a free magazine distributed across the
many countries in order to spread the good (and sometimes not so good) qualities of the Craft. All views are
of individual brothers and not any organised body.
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Thoughts for a New Master
The following are ideas presented to the lodge a
long time ago, but may still have some relevance
especially for first time masters.

Have a list of up to date members with
email addresses if possible

Intrants’ Book still updated by Lodge Sec,
but Degree Folder (by PGL) given by Mem
Sec

Help prop & seconders

Birthdays of brethren noted

Form a group of interested brn – take 5
names of brn who have missed meetings
on a regular basis (such as 3 or 4) and
phone them to ask if they are OK

Friday/Sat night – office bearers and brn
get together in Social Club (soon after installation to
allow new OBs/brn
to have a chat)

Annual Ball – long gone, but could something else be done. Ladies’ Night more
popular in England

Bring a friend to a lodge installation meal
or even after a meeting night and have a
curry etc

Have a New Members’ Night (Friday Social Club)

Advertise any charity functions in local
paper

Make Armistice Parade higher profile
(find which brn actually died)

In Memoriam Lodge resurrected

Whisky tasting night

Improve communications with brn – who,
how?

Re-start visit to lodges from the past

Family events – chocolate night for kids,
more coffee mornings with OES or other
groups that use your lodge, fun run with











family and friends
Have a “meet the candidate” social night
Invite a lodge for a games night (no degree)
Discussion night in Social Club to talk
about lodge issues
Masonic quiz with local lodges
Charity nights (Prostate Scotland fish supper night) – brn across province do support these
Find out what ideas the brn have?
EA charge – have 4/5 brn take part rather
than just one
Tools – have three brn doing one tool each
& rotate next degree

Reduce /modernise
the obligations

Tracing board – how
else could this be done?

It seems incompatible to be an
atheist and a freemason.
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New degree demo? Eg. Edinburgh House
MS from 1696 (Q&A set read between two
brn): keep short

Walk Through Degrees – allow young/new
brn to take part even if reading part of it

Electronic minutes or scanned minutes
emailed to avoid reading if not done

General Committee – have 2 brn who are
not in office or PMs elected

Have a PM or other bro to welcome visitors
into the lodge

JD (or someone) to keep an eye on recent
members to ensure they’re not sitting on
their own

Master to arrange ~ 1 night/month to visit
a ‘new’ lodge not necessarily in RE and
take a few brn

Get syllabus of research lodges to visit for a
particular lecture
And many, many more, but brn need to think…..
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Bro. Sir Percy Sillitoe
Probably few brethren these days will remember Percy Sillitoe and the
Glasgow Police. He was appointed Chief Constable of Glasgow on 1 December 1931 from Sheffield City Police, where he had also been Chief
Constable. He immediately set about re-organising the force and reducing the number of divisions from eleven to seven.
He set up the Identification Bureau, introduced wireless into police cars
and is credited with ‘inventing’ the “Sillitoe Tartan”, the black & white
chequered cap band he is wearing in the photograph—was this from the
masonic carpet.
He also successfully oversaw operations to beat the infamous ‘Glasgow
Gangs’ of the 1930’s.

He resigned on 28 February 1943 to take over the Kent Constabulary and subsequently went
on to Director General in MI5. I always thought he was a freemason which my grandfather
told (he was on the short leet for the job which was given to Sir Percy due to his experience
with gangs in Sheffield and still have the various documentation regarding the job applications). However, now I have proof!
In the history of Scarsdale Lodge No.681 (EC) in Chesterfield has a minute where Bro. Percy
Sillitoe was passed in December 1923. It would appear that this is the only confirmation that
he was a member of the Craft. He was not initiated in 681 probably due to his movement
around the country so there will be a lodge somewhere with details of his initiation ceremony. In all likelihood, he would not have been active. My grandfather was in charge of Partick
& Marine Division and had the muster at 08.00 and finished rarely before 21.00, but often
coming home after 23.00. These policemen worked long days.

Changi POW Masonic Association
The POW Association in Changi Camp in Singapore met from 18th February 1942 to 4th May
1944. Lodge meetings were held in the Officers’ Mess and various churches. Their syllabus
which is fully detailed has demonstrations of the three degrees and then latterly a full set of
masonic lectures. Some titles are: The Two Pillars, The Lesser Lights, The Origin of Freemasonry, The Other Degrees of Freemasonry, The Ancient Charges, Signs & Symbols and Ancient
Guilds of the East. Quite a varied programme and must have been some consolation to the
brethren under the extreme conditions of a Japanese POW Camp. Attendances varied from
40s to 90s so these were not meetings held in secrecy, but must have been known to the cators and permitted. It shows that freemasonry can flourish under the worst of circumstances
and the current situation today will not stop the Craft.
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Lest We Forget
The following 12 brethren of Glasgow Lodges, fought and died whilst serving with the Australian and
New Zealand forces (ANZACs) during the Great War.
The Lodge of Glasgow St. John 3bis: Bro. Captain Robert D. Murray. 2nd Batt. Australian Infantry,
AIF. KIA in trenches near Zillibeke, Flanders on 5th September 1916. Bro. Murray lies at rest in Railway Dugouts Burial Ground (Transport Farm). South of Ypres, Flanders.
Lodge Commercial 360: Bro. Company Quartermaster Sgt. Robert Arnott. 2nd Batt. Otago Regiment, NZEF. KIA 12th December 1917 in Flanders and is buried in Polygon Wood Cemetery, Zonnebeke, Flanders.
Bro. Sgt. William Moody Foulds 19th Batt. Australian Infantry, AIF. KIA during the 100-day advance
on 3rd October 1918 and is interred in Prospect Hill Cemetery. Gouy, France.
Lodge Neptune 419: Bro. Private John M. Gow. 1st Canterbury Regt. NZEF. Died of Enteric Fever
15th July 1915 at 15th Stationary Hospital Mudros and is interred in East Mudros Military Cemetery,
Greece
Lodge Maryhill 510: Bro. Sgt. Robert Beath. 57th Batt. Australian Infantry, AIF. D0W, 3rd of October
1918 in No. 6 General Hospital, Rouen and lies in St Sever Cemetery Extension, Rouen, France.
Bro. Private Andrew Scott. 1st Batt. Otago Regiment, NZEF, KIA 27th September 1916 and is commemorated on The Caterpillar Valley NZ Memorial, The Somme.
Bro.. L/Cpl Robert W. Dick. KIA in the trenches 14th of July 1916 whilst serving with the 1st Batt.
Otago Regiment, NZEF and is interred in Cite Bonjean Military Cemetery, Armentieres, France.
Lodge St Vincent, Sandyford 553: Bro. Quartermaster
Sgt. Duncan Baxter (photo). 42nd Batt. Australian Infantry,
AIF. DOW, received in the trenches, on 31st March 1917 at
the 13th Stationary (General) Hospital, Boulogne. Bro. Baxter lies in Boulogne Eastern Cemetery, France.
Bro. Trooper Robert Lusk. 1st Canterbury Mounted Rifles,
NZEF. KIA during a night engagement at Bauchop Hill, Gallipoli on 6th or 7th August 1915. Bro. Lusk lies in 7th Field
Ambulance Cemetery, Gallipoli Peninsula, Turkey.
Lodge Clydesdale 556: Bro. Private James S. Taylor. 10th
Batt. Australian Infantry, AIF. KIA during the Battle of the
Somme on 23rd August 1916. Bro. Taylor lies in London Cemetery and Extension, Longueval, The
Somme.
Lodge Plantation 581: Bro. Private Sydney Kennedy. 47th Batt. Australian Infantry, AIF. KIA at
Messines, Flanders on the first day of the Battle of Messines. Bro. Kennedy is commemorated on The
Menin Gate, Ypres, Flanders.
Lodge “The Gael” 609: Bro. Corporal Charles T. Cleland. 2nd Batt. Otago Regiment, NZEF. DOW 15th
September 1916 on the first day of the Battle of The Somme and is buried in Flatiron Copse Military
Cemetery, Nr Mametz, The Somme.

Cross Keys November 2020

Page 5

Bro. George Washington
Perhaps the most striking prevalence of Masonry during the Revolution was the personnel of Washington’s army. Of his 29 Major General’s, 20 were Masons. That their
pledges of fraternal support might have
counted heavily to his benefit in the trying
days that were to come, can perhaps be inferred from the fact that, of the non-Masonic
Major Generals, one was Lee, notorious for
his mammoth failure, another was Gates
who constantly plotted to undermine and
supplant the Commander-in Chief, the third
was Thomas Mifflin, who’s negligence as
Inspector of the Army made his dismissal
necessary.
In the whole list of Washington’s Brigadier
Generals, numbering over 60, only one, Stephen Moylan, was without Masonic Degrees.
Many Masons gave distinguished service.
There was Ethan Allen, of Ticonderoga
fame; Captain Corcoran, of Allen’s Green
Mountain Boys; Colonel William Barton,
capturer of General Prescott of the King’s
forces and Henderson, the hero of Harlem Heights, who, captured by the British was paroled
through the interposition of a Masonic brother.

Robert Morris, the financier of the Revolution, was a Mason, so also was the Polish Jew, Hyam Salomon, a Philadelphian, who is said to have given upwards of $650,000.00
(approximately $18,035,722.16 in 2018 dollars) to the support of America in the great struggle for freedom.
In 1752, in the twenty-first year of his age, George Washington offered himself as a candidate
at Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4, Virginia. The record is as follows; Nov. 4, 1752 received from
George Washington for his entrance, L2.3s.01. March 3, 1753 George Washington passed as
Fellow Craft, August 4, 1753 George Washington raised Master Mason.
The student of Masonic history must acknowledge that George Washington was the most
revered Freemason of his day. Masonic constitutions were dedicated to him; Lodges were
named in his honor and wherever he journeyed, whether in a private or public capacity, distinguished consideration was accorded him by the most eminent leaders of the fraternity
acting in their capacity as such, and by Grand and subordinate Lodges from the Canadian
border to the southern limits of this nation.
George Washington visited the first Military Lodge in the Continental Army (American Union
Lodge) at Nelson’s Point on the Hudson, on June 24th, 1782. He participated with the Grand
Lodge of Pennsylvania in its celebration of the Feast of St. John in December 1778. On September 22nd, 1782, he was a visitor to Solomon’s Lodge No. 1 Poughkeepsie. On June 24th,
1784, at a banquet, held at Wise’s Tavern, then the meeting place of Alexandria Lodge No. 39,
Pennsylvania Register, he accepted honorary membership in that Lodge.
Cross Keys November 2020
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Bro. George Washington (ctd)
This respect for George Washington, it must be remembered, prevailed at a time when
nearly all his renowned contemporaries were zealous and active workers in the cause of
Masonry, at a time when such men as Paul Revere of Massachusetts, General John Sullivan of
New Hampshire, Robert Livington and General Jacob Morton of New York, James Millinor of
Pennsylvania, Edmund Randolph and John Marshall of Virginia, Generals Henry Davies and
Richard Caswell of North Carolina, General Modica Gist of South Carolina, General James
Jackson of Georgia, as Grand Masters of their respective states were directing the affairs and
shaping the destinies of the Fraternity in America.
Upon the death of Washington on Dec. 14, 1799, not only did the Masonic bodies in the United States drape their Temples and rooms in mourning but those in Canada and even England also “put on the symbol of grief as a token of respect for their most illustrious brother.”
As George Washington was initiated by Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4, Virginia on Nov. 4,
1752, one hundred and eighty years later, Nov. 4, 1932 this same lodge initiated another
George Washington, a direct descendant of one of Washington’s uncles.
A large circus tent was erected on the Ferry Farm, (George Washington’s boyhood home) at
Fredericksburg, Virginia. The tent was surrounded by Warrant Officers of the Marine Corp
from Quantico, all Master Masons, who served as Tilers.
Inside the tent, the stage was set as a Lodge, as in the days of Washington. The officers and
those participating were dressed in colonial costume. At ten o’clock in the morning the Master, Edward H. Cann, opened the Lodge on the Entered Apprentice Degree in full form. The
ceremonies following were then placed in the hands of the Master of Ceremony, MajorGeneral Bro. Amos A. Fries.

Distinguished speakers addressed the gathering, among them the Bishop and Bro. James E.
Freeman of Washington and late of Yonkers.
The Lodge was then called to refreshment, and being again called to order an announcement
was made that Mr. George Washington was without and ready to receive the Entered Apprentice Degree. He was admitted and received the Degree in due and ancient form. The Bible that was used was the same one that the first President took all three of his Masonic obligations. The Lodge was then closed in due form.
Brother Craighead was a keen Masonic scholar, writing Masonic anecdotes “Gleanings” which
were published continuously for 25 years in Lodge notices. He also published two booklets,
‘Freemasonry in Scotland” and “Veiled in Allegory”.
Bro. Craighead was introduced to Masonry in St. George Lodge No.190 in his native city of Aberdeen, Scotland.
A charter member of Thistle Lodge No.900, Yonkers, New York.
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More VC Winners
Armistice Day in November 1920 was a day of mellow sunshine. It was the second time that
the Armistice had been marked but was to be especially significant as it was on that day that
the King, George V, unveiled the cenotaph in Whitehall and also the day that the Unknown
Warrior was interred in Westminster Abbey. The coffin carrying the Unknown Warrior was
carried into the Abbey between two lines of men, who had been awarded the Victoria Cross
during the war or otherwise distinguished themselves by special valour. They were known as
the 'Bodyguard of Heroes'. Sixteen of this honour guard have been identified as Freemasons.
One of them was Captain Robert Gee who had been a member of Roll
Call Lodge No. 2523 in London since 1907. He was (one of five Jewish
servicemen) awarded the Victoria Cross for his actions on 30 November 1917 in France when an attack by the enemy captured his
brigade headquarters and ammunition dump. Gee, finding himself a
prisoner, managed to escape and organised a party of the brigade
staff with which he attacked the enemy, closely followed by two companies of infantry. He cleared the locality and established a defensive
flank, then finding an enemy machine-gun still in action, with a revolver in each hand he went forward and captured the gun, killing
eight of the crew. He was wounded, but would not have his wound dressed until the defence
was organised.
One of the names to be marked on a paving stone outside is Eric Archibald
McNair, who was initiated in Apollo University Lodge No. 357 in 1913. He
was awarded the Victoria Cross at the age of just 21 in 1916. On 14 February 1916 on the Western Front in Belgium, Lieutenant McNair and a number of men were flung into the air when the enemy exploded a mine, several of them were buried. Although much shaken, the Lieutenant at once
organised a party with a machine gun to man the near edge of the crater
and opened rapid fire on the enemy who were advancing. They were driven back. Lieutenant McNair then ran back for reinforcements, but as the
communication trench was blocked he went across open ground under heavy fire. His action
undoubtedly saved a critical situation. Sadly Lieutenant McNair did not survive the war but
died in August 1918. His name is amongst those included on the Roll of Honour that is been
displayed at the Shrine in the vestibule outside the Grand Temple:

Cross Keys November 2020

Page 8

Nazis & Masonry
When the Nazis came to power, policy towards the
Freemasons was equivocal. Efforts to eliminate Freemasons did not receive top priority. Those lodges that
espoused tolerance and equality and had international
connections or connections through their leaders to
the Social Democrats or liberal democrats were subject to persecution and often pressured into
“voluntary” dissolution. A few conservative German
lodges that were willing to accommodate themselves
to the regime were able to continue some form of existence for only a little longer. Nevertheless, the regime intended to exclude those who refused to give up
their Masonic connections.
In early 1934, the chief of the Nazi Party Court System
ruled that Masons who did not leave
their lodges prior to January 30, 1933,
could not join the Nazi Party. That
same month, Prussian Minister of the
Interior Hermann Goering issued a decree calling upon the lodges to
“voluntarily” dissolve, but requiring
such voluntary actions to be submitted
to him for approval. In addition, lodges
and their branches in various cities
throughout Germany were exposed to
arbitrary violence from local SS and SA
units, though this terror does not appear to have been centrally directed.
Increasing pressure in the public and professional sectors forced individuals to choose between remaining
in their lodges or limiting their career opportunities.
Many former lodge members holding positions in the
civil service were forced into retirement. In May 1934,
the Ministry of Defense banned membership in lodges
to all personnel—soldiers and civilian employees. During the summer of 1934, after Heinrich Himmler and
Reinhard Heydrich completed their takeover and centralization of the Gestapo, the German police forcibly
closed down many Masonic lodges and branch headquarters of the Masons and confiscated their assets,
including their libraries and archives.
On October 28, 1934, Reich Minister of the Interior
Wilhelm Frick issued a decree defining the lodges as
“hostile to the state” and hence subject to having their
assets confiscated. Finally, on August 17, 1935, citing
the authority of the Reichstag Fire Decree, Frick ordered all remaining lodges and branches dissolved and
their assets confiscated.
Nazi propaganda continued to link Jews and Freemasons; Julius Streicher's virulent publication Der
Stuermer (The Assault Trooper) repeatedly printed
cartoons and articles that attempted to portray a
“Jewish-Masonic” conspiracy. Freemasonry also be-
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came a particular obsession of the chief of Security
Police and SD, Reinhard Heydrich, who counted the
Masons, along with the Jews and the political clergy,
as the “most implacable enemies of the German race.”
In 1935 Heydrich argued for the need to eliminate
not only the visible manifestations of these
“enemies,” but to root out from every German the
“indirect influence of the Jewish spirit”—“a Jewish,
liberal, and Masonic infectious residue that remains
in the unconscious of many, above all in the academic
and intellectual world.”
Heydrich created a special section of the SS Security
Service to deal specifically with Freemasonry. The SD
was particularly interested, as its personnel believed
that Freemasonry exercised actual
political power, shaped public opinion
through control of the press, and was
thus in a position to provoke war, subversion, and revolution. Freemasons
sent to camps were forced to wear the
red triangle denoting political prisoners.
As Nazi Germany prepared for war in
1937–1938, the regime relaxed pressure on the rank and file of the dissolved lodges. Hitler had an amnesty
with members who renounced their
former loyalties in April 1938 and efforts were made
in the public sector to decide on continued employment of former lodge members on a case to case basis. Many civil servants who had been forced to retire
due to their Masonic connections were recalled into
service after the war began and the ban on former
Masons serving in the Wehrmacht was relaxed. The
Nazi Party continued to ban former Masons from
membership, though exceptions were made after
1938 in both the Nazi Party and even the SS.
As they conquered Europe, the Germans forcibly dissolved Masonic organizations and confiscated their
assets and documents wherever they established an
occupation regime. After a lodge was closed, it was
ransacked for membership lists, important library
and archival items, furnishings, and other cultural
artefacts. Items seized would be sent on to the appropriate German agency, primarily the SD and later, the
RSHA.
As part of their propaganda campaign against Freemasonry, the Nazis and other local right-wing organizations mounted anti-Masonic exhibitions throughout occupied Europe. German-occupied Paris hosted
an anti-Masonic exhibition in October 1940, as did
German-occupied Brussels in February 1941. Displaying Masonic ritual and cultural artifacts stolen
from lodges, such exhibitions aimed to ridicule and
Page 9

Nazis & Masonry (ctd)
direct hatred towards Freemasons and to heighten fears of a Jewish-Masonic conspiracy. German wartime
propaganda, particularly in the army, charged that the Jews and Masons had provoked World War II and were
responsible for the policies of US President Franklin D.Roosevelt, who was identified as a Freemason.
Some of Germany's Axis partners decreed police and discriminatory measures against Masons. In August 1940,
the Vichy France regime issued a decree declaring Masons to be enemies of the state and authorizing police
surveillance of them. The French wartime authorities even created a card file that identified all members of the
Grand Orient of France, a leading French Masonic organization. The card file survived the war and was later
microfilmed for the holdings of the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Archives.
In 1942, Alfred Rosenberg was authorized by a Hitler decree to wage an “intellectual war” against the Jews and
Freemasons. To that end, Hitler permitted Rosenberg's “Deployment Staff of Reich Leader Rosenberg to seize
and evaluate Masonic archives and libraries to best equip them to carry on the “methodical intellectual fight”
that was “necessary to win the war.”

After the end of World War II, vast collections of Masonic archives and library collections that had been seized
by German authorities were captured by Allied and Soviet forces. For example, a significant Masonic archive
was found in Silesia, in eastern Germany, by Soviet
troops in the last days of World War II. The Soviet
authorities shipped the records to Moscow, where
they were held in secret archives. Other Masonicrelated materials were recovered in Poland. Some of
this material has been microfilmed and stored in the
archive of the United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum. Since the end of the Cold War, many Masonic-related collections have been returned to their
countries of origin, while others continue to be held
in foreign repositories. Closest to home would be
Jersey where the masonic temple was looted (see
below) and the paraphernalia sent to Germany to set
up anti-masonic lodge rooms (right).

An interesting (and short blog) can be read at:
https://blog.philosophicalsociety.org/2016/10/26/persecuted-masons-the-holocaust-and-hitlers-attack-onfreemasonry/
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Bro. Harry Billinge RM
Congratulations to Bro. Harry Billinge of the Royal Marines
who received the MBE from the Queen last month. The
Cornwall D-Day veteran was 18 when he landed on Gold
Beach on 6th June, 1944 and has spent most of his life fund
raising in memory of his comrades who did not return.
Bro. Harry who also holds France's highest award, the
Legion d'Honneur, is well-known for his charity work
in Cornwall, where he has collected for the Royal British Legion's Poppy Appeal for more than 60 years. He
was initiated into St John’s of Penge Lodge of Light and
Charity in 1964. What a splendid advert for his regiment and the Craft.

Bro. Lt. Col. Alexander Strachan
Sir Alexander Strachan, Baronet of Thornton, Kincardineshire, served in the DanishNorwegian army as a lieutenant-colonel between 1628-1629. He may have known Sir Alexander Hamilton from there, but certainly would have known him once both became Freemasons in Mary's Chapel Lodge in Edinburgh in the 1630s. Strachan was initiated in July 1634.
Another former veteran from Strachan's own regiment in Danish service, David Ramsay
joined the same Lodge in 1637. Strachan married Lady Margaret Ogilvie daughter of James
6th Lord Ogilvie of Airly, founder of Marishal College, Aberdeen. In 1633 Strachan was made
the third baronet of Nova Scotia. He is, fairly or otherwise, described by David Stevenson as
being a 'distinctly shady character who nonetheless managed to hang on to royal favour'
through his friendship with the sons of Sir William Alexander, Earl of Stirling.
Given his later service, this seems harsh as Strachan served as lieutenant
colonel in the Earl of Baclarres Horse in the Army of the Solemn League
and Covenant in 1644. The title became dormant on the death of the sixth
baronet in 1828.
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Dorset Freemasonry in WWII

e are all familiar
with the story of
World War 2 and
the people who
went to fight it. However, whilst
trolling through the Minute
Books of Honour and Friendship
1266 I have uncovered another
story, not told, of the people who
stayed behind.
In 1940 1266 had 72 members,
the longest serving being WBro
Edward Skivington, who had
been initiated in 1888 and installed in the Chair of the Lodge
in 1893, in 1912 he was one of
the Founder Members of Blackmore Vale Lodge 3625, in 1940
he was 79 and still the Lodge
Organist.
Those members who were
young enough and not in reserve
occupations joined HM Forces.
The interesting history I have

been uncovering is what was For example, Tarrant Rushton
done by those who stayed be- Airfield Station Admin Officer
hind.
Squadron Leader Bro T.H.W.
Pearce, a subscribing member of
Within the ranks of 1266 there the Wards of the City of London
were Officers and other ranks in Lodge 2987, attended the Lodge
the Home Guard, Members of of Honour and Friendship 1266
the Town Civil Defence Commit- as a visitor on the 13th July 1943
tee, ARP Wardens and Auxiliary and as a Honorary Member on
Firemen. What is unusual is that the 8th February 1944, the 7th
in June 1940 the Brethren of March 1944 and the 26th Sep1266 balloted in favour of mak- tember 1944.
ing all members of HM Forces,
Navy, Army or Airman who were There were 21 Craft Lodges in
duly qualified Honorary mem- Dorset in 1940, if you still have
bers of the Lodge.
the records from that time there
will be a story to tell. Blandford
During WWII 1266 extended the was greatly influenced by Blandhand of friendship on 320 occa- ford Camp and Tarrant Rushton
sions to visitors (All their names, Airfield. What story does your
ranks and lodge numbers have Lodge have to tell?
been recorded) representing 98
different UGLE Lodges, 49 USA WBro Mark Hinsley PAGDC
Lodges, 16 Scottish Constitution Lodge of Honour and Friendship
Lodges, 2 Irish Constitution 1266
Lodges and 1 from Australia.

Scottish Masons that visited the Lodge of Honour and Friendship 1266 during WWII:
Name of brother

Lodge

Date of Visit

George Nisbet

Whifflet St John, Coatbridge No.963

Sept & Nov 1940

? Vesco

The Edinburgh Defensive Band Lodge No.151

5 visits 1940/41

? Anderson

Anima, Glasgow No.1223

11.02.41

W J Connolly

St Johns Operative, Banff No.92

Mar, Apr, June 1941

A MacCallum

Bailie Nicol Jarvie Lodge, Aberfoyle No.1036

11.03.41

J Macdonald

Bailie Nicol Jarvie Lodge, Aberfoyle No. 1036

Mar & Apr 41

? Gunn

St Columba, Inverness No.1295

30.09.41

? MacPherson

Lodge of St John, Huntly No. 745

30.09.41

? Hyde

Dramatic, Glasgow No. 571

6 visits 1941-42

? MacKenzie

Lodge of Melrose St John No. 12

23.06.42

John W Martin

Water of Leith No.1267, Edinburgh

Oct & Nov 1942

Thomas Hamilton

Bishopbriggs No. 1259, Glasgow

20.01.42

Robert Topping

Polkemmet No.927, Whitburn

3 visits 192/43

David Love

Livingstone St Andrew No. 573, Motherwell

3 visits 19

J Rutherforce

St John No.272, Mid Calder

17.11.42

Fred Olsen

Possil Park No.1330, Glasgow

Jan 1943, Apr 1944

A M Rennie

Tarbolton, (Kilwinning) St James No.135

24.04.45
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Saigon Lodge, Vietnam
During the1960’s, American uniformed personnel stationed
at Vietnam who wanted to become Freemasons had to travel and knocked at the door of Lodges in Manila, Philippines
because of non-existence of a Blue Lodge in the country.
This went on for several years causing difficulty to those
who wish to join the craft as well as to brethren who wish
to attend meetings and so on December 4, 1966, 37 Master
Masons, sent a petition to M.W. Raymond E. Wilmarth,
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of the Philippines, requesting a dispensation to form a Craft Lodge at Saigon, Vietnam.
M.W. Manuel Q. Tinio granted this dispensation on January
4, 1967. The Lodge was approved by Grand Communication
on April 23, 1969, and on June 6, 1969 during the term of
M.W. Manuel M. Crudo in the Grand Oriental Chair, Saigon
Lodge No. 188, F. & A.M., Saigon, Republic of South Vietnam
was constituted. The GLoNY sent packages to Vietnam to
support the troops.
The brethren initially met at their homes and later utilized the conference room of the BMK/
BRJ Construction Company until finally renting the top floor of a three story apartment
building in downtown Saigon where it held its lodge meetings. Here it remained until the fall
of the country in 1975.
The general membership consisted mostly of American and Filipino workers employed by
the many construction companies doing business in the country. When the Americans left
Vietnam in 1975, the records of Saigon Lodge No. 188 went to Guam.
The lodge eventually moved to meet at the Palma Hall,
4th Floor, Plaridel Masonic Temple, 1440 San Marcelino St., Ermita Manila, Philippines where it currently
operates and continues to grow.
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French POWs at Lanark
Members of the Craft among French POWs during the Napoleonic era instituted Lodges in
many towns and met regularly from time to time. Lanark being a large centre for their detention, it is not surprising that such a Lodge was formed there. Unfortunately we have not
much information about their meetings, but perhaps some info will come to light.
The following is a Translation of a Certificate written on a large skin of parchment granted to
a Brother who was returning to France—either in exchange or in ill-health:
We the Venerable and Officers of the Worshipful Lodge of St. John under the distinctive title of
Friends United in Adversity regularly assembled at the instance of the Officers on parole at Lanark in Scotland by the Masonic Numbers known only to true Masons, Declare Certify and attest
that the Very Dear Brother Maurice Schauenburg born at Niederkerckheim, department of the
Upper Rhine, on February 14th, 1784, adjutant in the 11th Regiment of dragoons possesses the
third symbolic degree, and that his zeal and purity of morals have made him beloved by all his
Brethren. On account of which we have given him the present Certificate charging him to make
himself known in and legalized by a regular Lodge as soon as possible after his return to
France. And in order that this Certificate may only be used by the said Bro. Schauenburg we required him to affix his signature in the margin so that he may receive Joy, reception and assistance if he should find himself in want offering the same to any Brother who presents himself to
us from you.
Given and delivered in an enlightened place where peace silence and charity reign on the day of
the month of the year of the True Light 5812 answering to December 25th 1812 of the vulgar
era.
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Bro. Lt. Col. John Bennie Wilson
Bro. John Bennie Wilson was born in Glasgow, after serving an apprenticeship with John Burnet before setting up his own practice as an architect in 1879. This was based at 227 West
George Street, then 112 Bath Street and, from 1895, 92 Bath Street. During this period he
designed several churches in the city.
These include, Oatlands United Presbyterian Church (1881); the competition winning St Albert the Great (formerly Stockwell Free Church), 153 Albert Drive (1886-7); Partick East
Church, Milburn Street (1887) and the (former) Swedenborgian New Jerusalem Church, 174
Queen's Drive (1895-7).
His secular buildings include the Headquarters and Drill Hall for the
3rd Lanarkshire Rifle Volunteers, 35 Coplaw Street (1884-5, now
flats) and Rosemount Primary School, Milburn Street (1897). The
stone crest on the building was designed for the Camerionians (3rd
LRV later became the 7th Battalion, The Cameronians). He was also a
Lieutenant Colonel in the 3rd Lanarkshire Volunteers, his other interests included football (he was President of the Glasgow Football
Charity Cup Committee, 1909 as Third Lanark was born from the regiment) and was initiated into Mother Kilwinning.
His son, John Archibald Wilson (1880-1926), trained in his office and later became a partner,
as John B. Wilson & Son. After their deaths, the firm was taken over by their former assistant
James M. Honeyman, 1929, and continues today as Honeyman, Jack & Robertson.
The Wilsons were buried together in Cathcart Cemetery, their graves marked with a Gothic
monument incorporating mosaic and the symbol of the compasses.
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Rorke’s Drift
The following extract from the history of St George's Lodge No. 112, Exeter relating to Lt.
Chard who was awarded the Victoria Cross during the Zulu Wars at an emergency meeting
on 14 November 1879:
When, on 3 May 1877, a 30-year-old army officer was initiated
into the Lodge, no-one dreamed that two years later he would
be acclaimed a national hero and be awarded the Victoria Cross
for conspicuous bravery in battle. The young Mason was John
Rouse Marriott Chard who, from the Royal Military Academy at
Woolwich, was commissioned in the Royal Engineers in 1868.
He served in the Zulu War and distinguished himself when, on
22-23 January 1879, he defended Rorke's Drift with a force of
120 men against some 3,000 Zulus. When the news reached
England, the Lodge prepared an illuminated address of congratulations signed by all the members. The command at the station was not decided between Chard and Bromhead on the basis of date of commission, it was
decided by Capt. Spalding (Officer in command) before going to Helpmekaar, not before saying
to Chard 'Which of you is senior, you or Bromhead?' Chard said 'I don't know.' Having then
checked the army list Spalding said to Chard 'I see that you are senior, so you will be in charge.
Of course, nothing will happen, and I shall be back again early this evening.'
Lt Gonville Bromhead (later General) mentioned above was also in the
Craft being a Past Master of Zetland Lodge No.515 in Aldershot. He was
also in various order including the mysterious OTO.
The film Zulu also featured on the fact that it was a Welsh regiment. Although it was then based in Brecon in South Wales and called the 24th.
Regiment of Foot (later to be the South Wales Borderers), it was formerly
the Warwickshire Regiment. Many of the defenders had never been to
Brecon. Of the 24th. Regt. at the defence, 49 were English, 16 Irish, 1 Scottish, 32 Welsh and
24 of other Nationalities. Lt Bromhead was played by Michael Caine and Lt Chard by Stanley
Baker .
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Major General Henry Knox
In front of the Evening Star Lodge No. 75 Temple on Old Loudon
Road in Latham, NY, stands one of 57 very interesting historical
markers commemorating the Henry Knox Cannon Trail.
In 1755, during the French and Indian War, a crude road was constructed between Lake George and Albany. It was built by the British under the direction of General John Campbell, the fourth Earl of
Loudoun, and became known as the Loudon Planck Road.
Gen. John Campbell was the Grand Master of Grand Lodge of England in 1736. The Henry Knox Cannon Trail arose, in 1775, when he was given the task to
bring cannon captured from forts at Crown Point and Ticonderoga to Cambridge, MA. The
Knox Cannon Train traveled from Crown Point, to Albany along the road laid out by Gen.
Campbell, then crossed the Hudson River’s ice and delivered the cannon to Cambridge where
they were instrumental in the evacuation of the British from Boston in1776.
Henry Knox was a Major General in the American Revolution
and first Secretary of War under Washington. b. 25 Jul 1750 in
Boston, MA. He planned the defenses of the camps before Boston and brought much needed artillery from the forts at Crown
Point and Ticonderoga. At Trenton he crossed the river before
the main body and rendered such service that he was made
brigadier general and chief of artillery in the Continental Army.
He was present at Princeton, Monmouth, and Yorktown; and
after the surrender of Cornwallis was made major general
(1781). He took the initial steps in creating the U.S. Military
Academy in 1779; was a member of the court-martial which
tried Major Andre in 1780; and commanded West Point in 1782. He was one of Washington’s
most trusted advisors and a close personal friend.
In 1783 he drafted the plan of a society to be formed by American and French officers of the
Revolution, to be called the Cincinnati. He was first secretary-general of the society from
1783-99, and vice president in 1805. He was secretary of War in 1785- 94, being the first to
hold that office under the Federal government. His Masonic membership is hazy, but he is
thought to have been a member of St. John’s Regimental Lodge at Morristown, NJ, which was
warranted in 1775. He is credited with helping to constitute Washington [Military] Lodge
[No. 10] at West Point in 1779, and is recorded as a visitor to Williamsburg Lodge No. 6, Williamsburg, VA; St. John’s Lodge, Boston; Amity Lodge No. 6, Camden, Maine; and Orient No.
15, Thomaston, Maine. He died October 25, 1806.
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French Military Lodges (Early 18th C)
In the 1690s, there appears in the French Army list the name of James Walsh of Ballynacally,
County Clare, a gentleman of ancient and honourable Irish descent, who had earlier forfeited
his ancestral estates and had taken refuge in France, on entering the service of Louis XIV.
Contrary to expectations, however, he received a commission in the French Navy and his
ship is reputed to have carried James II from Ireland to France in 1690. His son served similarly and after leaving the Naval Service established a shipbuilding business at St. Malo, a
great commercial undertaking at the time, and one which was employed in the construction
of ships of war for the French Government.
The establishment of Irish enterprise in France attracted the attention of
the Irish exiles, and we find early in the reign of the English King William
III a regiment of infantry being raised in France called “Le Regiment Irlandois de Walsh.” The regiment was created by the efforts of the Walsh’s,
father and son (Phillip), and served in French ships of war. It must be remembered that at this time troops formed the fighting element of naval
personnel, the seamen being responsible only for navigation. In 1772 the
Grande Loge de France formally recognised as the Senior Field Lodge in
the French Army “La Loge Parfaite Egalite dans le Regiment d’Infanterie
Walsh.” This was garrisoned at Saint-Germain-en-Laye in North-Central France.
The Grand Orient confirmed this recognition in 1777, though there would appear to be considerable doubt as to whether the date of original constitution was to be found in 1688 as
was stated at the time of this recognition. The lodge would appear to be composed of brethren from various lodges in Ireland who got together to form this regimental lodge. It is more
than likely to have been a self-starter—in other words, the brethren just formed it and eventually recognition was granted.
Louis Madelin stated that at the onset of the French Revolution there
were twenty-five Military Lodges in existence in France. Amongst
them La Loge de la Parfaite Union in the Vivarais, La Loge de St. Alexandre in the Musketeers, La Loge de la Purete in the Sarre Regiment
and La Loge de la Concorde in the Auvergne for example showing the
spread of the Craft through foreign military lodges. Walsh’s grandson, Antoine (shown), was a leader of the Jacobite community and
was created a Count. Thereafter, the family move in high French circles.
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The first record of a military Lodge Warrant being issued in the new world happened
during the French and Indian Wars. It was issued by the then
Provincial Grand Master at Boston to the 28th Regiment of
Foot (British) in an expedition against the French at Crown
Point. Several other such Lodges followed and during the
American Revolution one was issued to a Lodge named the
“Movable Lodge.”



During the American Revolution there were 10 Lodges working in the American army. One of these Lodges was the American Union Lodge and that Lodge exists to this day under the
Grand Lodge of Ohio as American Union Lodge No. 1.



There were at least two instances during the war in which
some of a British Lodge’s furniture, Warrant and jewels were
captured by the Americans. In both known cases there is also a record of these items
being restored to their owners by an honor guard under a flag of truce.



The War of 1812 found no military Lodges being formed, I suspect in large part because
most of the fighting was of a naval nature than that of an extended land campaign.



With the return of the Charter of Lahneck Military Lodge No. 1186 to the Grand Lodge
of Texas in July of 1922, the last military Lodge in the United States ceased to exist. Although there were several requested for dispensations during World War II, none were
granted.

Masons, Nazis & Coffee
In Busy Brew Coffee, we honour the memory of Hermanus Van Tongeren. He was the Grand Master of Masons in the Netherlands when
Nazi Germany invaded and suppressed the fraternity. Brother Tongeren managed to keep freemasonry alive by having it meet under
the guise of "coffee clubs" in plain sight of the Nazi commanders.
Eventually, the coffee clubs were found out and Van Tongeren was
ultimately killed in a concentration camp.
After his death, Hitler recognized the opportunity to go in and seize
all of the art collections of the Dutch Masonic Lodges as well as their
bank accounts but upon attempting to do that, nothing could be
found. During the "coffee club" meetings, Van Tongeren had successfully smuggled out or liquidated most of the Dutch Masonic resources
and his daughter, Jacoba Van Tongeren, used a great deal of the resulting money to fund
Group 2000, a wildly successful resistance campaign that fought via the press as well as direct armament against the Nazis for the remainder of the war.
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Lodge Kajaki No.1848
What a fantastic jewel! This is the PMs’ jewel
from Lodge Kajaki in East Lothian. It depicts a
small version of the George Cross which was
awarded to Bro. Mark Wright 3rd Battalion, The
Parachute Regiment (3 Para) who died at Kajaki
in Afghanistan. We have featured his full story in
a couple of past editions.
Utrinque Paratus

US Civil War Apron
A civil war era apron that belonged to
William Millard Alsobrook from North
Carolina. While he was serving in the
confederacy, Alsobrook’s family was
attacked at their home by plundering
union soldiers.
The soldiers came across Alsobrook’s
Masonic apron and their leader, who
was a Mason, then ordered his men to
restore and replace everything as best
they could to return the home to the
way it was found. The apron was
tacked to the door of the Alsobrook
home and the Union soldier’s leader
promised that anyone who bothered
anything more would pay with his life.
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Glittering Star Lodge No.322(IC)
Lodge Glittering Star 322 (IC) was warranted grees of Excellent, Super-Excellent, Royal
to the 29th Regiment of Foot (Worcestershire) Arch and Knight Templar. These minutes are
in 1759.
the first record of the conferring of the Knight
Templar degree in North America. (see over
page)
Background
Whilst the 29th Regiment of Foot were based
24th Regiment of Foot
at Kilkenny, Ireland a warrant No 322 from
In 1866/67 the 29th regiment was stationed
the GL of Ireland was issued for a Masonic
in Malta as part of the garrison along with a
lodge. This warrant, apart from when the
few other regiments including the 1st Battallodge went into suspended animation due to
ion the 24th Regiment of Foot. These regiWorld Wars, remained an integral part of the
ments were primarily involved in garrison
Regiment until the 1978 when due to the
duties on the island.
small number of members and the fact that
the then Commanding Officer (CO) stated that
During this period lodge
he did not want the lodge in the regiment and
Glittering Star held several
it was to close down.
meetings and amongst the
lodge returns are 3 memAfter some lengthy correspondences with the
bers of the 24th Regiment
CO and meetings with older members of the
of Foot including one
lodge the CO agreed to the lodge operating
Teignmouth Melvill VC. Lt
outside of the regiment and to this day the
Teignmouth Melvill VC,
lodge continues to do so. Lodge Glittering
(initiated 10th Jan 1867 –
Star travel around the UK as guests of host
Passed 13th Feb 1867 –
lodges, exercising our travelling warrant,
Raised 19th April 1867). So, the lodge can
mainly in the English constitution.
boast of at least one VC winner amongst its
past membership
A few members of the lodge are still drawn
from the soldiers of the 2 Mercian Regiment
Tower of London
(The descendent of the 29th (Worcestershire)
On June 3rd, 1938 Lodge Glittering Star held
Regt) including myself (Mercian Sgt serving
the first and believed only Masonic meeting
as CQMS and Signals Instructor with East
at the Tower of London. At that time the first
Midlands Officer Training Corps).
battalion of the Worcestershire regiment (the old 29th of
A few moments from history:
Foot) were in garrison in the
tower. At that time FM Sir
Knights Templar
Claud Jacob GCB was ConstaDuring a meeting of St Andrew’s Royal Arch
ble of the Tower and Colonel
Chapter held at Boston, Massachusetts. Which
of the Worcestershire Regiwas attended by military masons including 3
ment. A special medal was
members of Glittering Star. It is recorded in
struck to commemorate the
the minutes that William Davis PM of lodge
meeting, one of which is still
th
58 in the 14 Regiment received the four dedisplayed at lodge meetings.
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Glittering Star Lodge No.322(IC) (ctd)
Conclusion
Of the thousands of lodges spaced around the World there are only 2 travelling lodges left.
Lodge Glittering Star 322 and St Patrick’s Lodge No. 295 (which is attached to the Royal Dragoon Guards). It is a matter of conjecture the part played by Freemasons in general, and
Lodge Glittering Star in particular, in the Armed Forces of the Crown. A letter written to the
Commanding Officer of the 1st Battalion Worcestershire Regiment in 1948 I think sums it up:
“It is certain that any organisation which had had connected existence
within the Regiment for nearly 200 years must be an influence for
Good.”

My thanks to Bro. Chas Black PM 322 (lodge historian) for this article.
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Old Royal Arch Tracing Board
Cana Chapter No.116 at Colne, England (warrant
dated 12th May 1769, signed by Lord Blayney) has
a Tracing Board which is displayed at every meeting, though rarely explained. (It was originally
"Cana Lodge or Chapter of the First Miracle" when
early Chapters had both a Lodge and Chapter
name).
Despite this being an old tracing board which
many chapters still don’t use to this day (and virtually unheard of in Scotland), its symbolism is instantly recognisable to all RA masons. The circle,
triangle, triple tau, ineffable word are all shown
simply and clearly. A fantastic example of old
craftsmanship.

1822 Painting

The painting of the local lodge room in Kairia, India was done by Bro.
George Salisbury of the travelling lodge under the 17th regiment of
Light Dragoons. To the right is the interior of the lodge room.
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Grand Lodge History & Heritage Group—Early Lodges in Scotland
The following lectures from brethren from each lodge can be accessed by clicking
the links:
Mother Kilwinning No.O
The Lodge of Edinburgh No.1
The Lodge of Melrose St. John No.1 bis
The Lodge of Aberdeen No.1 ter
Canongate Kilwinning No.2
Scone & Perth No.3
The Lodge of Glasgow St. John No.3 bis
Glasgow Kilwinning Lodge No.4
Canongate & Leith, Leith & Canongate No.5
Old Inverness Kilwinning St. John’s No.6
It’s also great to see our GL continues its support of Poppy
Scotland and our Armed Forces even under the current trying conditions. The crosses for each lodge have once again
been laid at the (Bro.) Scott Memorial on Princes Street, Edinburgh and our GMM Bro. Ramsay McGhee laying the Grand
Lodge wreath..

Lest We Forget
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Oldest Desert Rat Dies
Bro. Jimmy Sinclair, who is the last surviving
Desert Rat, fought against Rommel in the
North African desert. He served as a gunner
with the elite Chestnut Troop, 1st Regiment
Horse Artillery, of the 7th Armoured Division.
He received numerous medals for his Service
during the Second World War before later
serving for two years with the Allied Control
Commission in Berlin before returning to
Scotland to work as a slater.
Recalling his time during the War, Jimmy,
who was brought up in Giffordown, near Ladybank, reflects: “It’s a pity it all happened.
We didn’t treat the Germans as enemies; they
were combatants in battle. Most of them didn’t want to be there either.”

man from Kirkcaldy refuses to wear his medals out of solidarity for those he served with
that were lost.
From Waterloo to the Somme and Tobruk to
El Alamein, the Chestnut Troop found itself in
the thick of combat for 150 years. The Royal
Horse Artillery Unit traces its origins back to
1793, with its unique name bestowed informally after it was horsed with chestnut horses during the Netherlands campaign of 1799.

Jimmy was previously a member of the Lochgelly Brass Band, and was twice the winner of
the Scottish brass band championships, in
1955 and 1958. When asked, on the occasion
of his 105th birthday, the secret to his long
life, Jimmy responded: “Johnnie Walker WhisJimmy moved back to Germany in 1981 fol- ky. You need to have a sense of humour and I
lowing the passing of his wife. He lived with like to keep upbeat. I just take it a day at a
friends he had made after the War and spent time.”
22 years in the Eifel region. He was a personal acquaintance of Field Marshal Rommel’s Bro. Jimmy was a Master Mason of Lodge Linson, Manfred, who was an important states- dores No. 106 within the Province of Fife and
man in Germany and a former Lord Mayor of Kinross. He died last May aged 107—he was
Stuttgart. Jimmy returned to Kirkcaldy at the also Scotland’s oldest man.
tender age of 92.
Thank you for your service Jimmy, your duAmong other high-profile friends of Jimmy is ty is done. Lest we forget.
the Duchess of Cornwall, who is known to
send him birthday cards and letters. The Thanks to Bros. Martyn Greene and Gordon Michie for
the details.
Duchess’s father was a Desert Rat, too. The
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Queensman Lodge No.2694 (EC)
The lodge is a Regimental
Lodge being affiliated to the
Queens’s Regiment forebear
Regiments, Princess of Wales
Royal Regiment of Queen’s
and Hampshire’s.

650 brethren returned to the
Connaught Rooms for the festive
board.

To commemorate the event, Bro.
John Chapman of Halas Abbey
Lodge No.5407 produced a speWith the help from the reju- cial cover and has kindly donatvenation officer within Grand ed one.
Lodge the brethren heard that a very old and distinguished Lodge had fallen into difficult due to
declining numbers and that they were in talks to If any brother would like this (partly seen below),
hand in the Warrant. As a result of that meeting donations are accepted towards the Benevolent
with brethren from the Justinian Lodge, 30 Fund. Please email me: crosskeys242@gmail.com
Queensman became members of the Lodge at the
June Installation. During that year, actions were
put in place to rename the Lodge from Justinian
to Queensman. We officially became the Queensman Lodge on the 14th of December 2011, the
occasion was marked on the 26th May 2012
where at that meeting we were renamed and the
first Queensman Master was Installed.
Then in 2018, a very special event marked the
success of the lodge. In the midst of a royal wedding and an FA Cup Final, a more important event
was unfolding. In the Grand Temple of the UGLE,
two Victoria Cross recipients were to be initiated Further
available
into Queensman Lodge—JLSgt ohnson Beharry chapdjman@gmail.com
VC (left) and Cpl Daniel Keighran VC (right) in
front of 802 brethren. However, first of all the
new master Bro. Kevin Midmore was installed.
The initiation was conducted by the new master
and three other officers who did a superb job.
The National Anthem raised the roof and the
hymn Jerusalem was sung in closing after the regimental banner was reversed.
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from

Lodge Houstoun St. Johnstone No.242
Test Fees (due 31st October)
Brethren,
Gentle reminder re test fees (£45) are now overdue.
It is also possible to give some extra donation to the lodge as we have expenses
to cover the building, closure of the Social Club, etc. These can be monthly payments of £5, £10 per month (or an amount you choose). Email the Treasurer
Bro. Allan Stobo PM to find our electronic details etc: thebluebanker@aol.com
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Good News to Finish
Bro Bob Griffiths was surprised to open his
front door last Friday morning and to be confronted by a Provincial Deputation headed by
the PGM of Warwickshire with a Certificate of
Merit which is the highest award in the province.

of Unity No 567 on the 2nd February 1974.
He is now a member of 8 Lodges and 4 Chapters of which he is Organist in most - hence
the nickname Fingers!!

He is presently Haggai in Jephson Chapter
and so will become Zerubbabel next year as
Bob was aged 18 when war was declared in well as being Installed as the Master of the
1939. Together with one of his close friends, Lodge of Unity at the grand age of 100…!!
he enlisted in the RAF, hoping to be trained as
a pilot. Within a few months, he was called
up, but there were too many potential pilots
to train. Typical with the military the ‘Air
Ministry’, not being able to use Bob as a Pilot,
thought that he would do a good job at the
other end of the aircraft as a rear gunner.
Later on he was deployed to Security with a
High Tech Radar Unit and by 1941, Bob was
serving with a mobile radar unit in Egypt and
the North African coast. Bob was one of the
legendary ‘Desert Rats’, who defeated Rommel in the Western Dessert.
We salute Bro. Bob.
Bob was initiated into Freemasonry into the
"Premier Lodge" of the Province – the Lodge

To submit an article or want added to the mail list or
Facebook group, contact the Editor, Grant Macleod:
E-Mail:

sec242pm@yahoo.co.uk

Website: http://lodge242.bravesites.com/
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