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I am so sorry to report the closing of Selsdon 
park Lodge No.5005—a lodge in which many 
brethren of 242 have a close affinity for.  Un-
fortunately, increasing costs and meetings 
during this period has made it impossible to 
continue as a lodge.  Every brother of the 
lodge has felt they have had to resign which 
is a real shame and a loss for the province.  
Lets hope this is not the start.  How many 
more? 
 
Interesting video about the7 habits of successful 
lodges (below): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=NvArg12KReE  
These are fully explained in the video and is 
well worth watching. 
 
Grant 

Cover—Lodge Breadalbane No.657 in Aber-
feldy: see Page 10. 
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H.R.H. Prince Carl, Duke of Sudermania, lat-
er King Carl XIII, who from 1774 had been 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Swe-
den. Under his leadership the ‘Swedish Sys-
tem’ developed into its modern form of a 
logical, continuous system of Christian free-
masonry, where the candidate is slowly 
guided through the Old into the New Testa-
ment.  
 
The system is made up of the three Craft de-
grees, called St. John’s Lodges the rituals of 
which superficially have a close resem-
blance to their classic ‘English’ opposite 
numbers. The following three degrees, the 
IV° to the VI°, are grouped together in a St. 
Andrew’s Lodge, which is part of Craft Free-
masonry in a way corresponds to the link-
age of Royal Arch to ‘Blue’ Freemasonry.  
 
In the VII° degree the Old Testament 
‘landscape’ is left behind and in a symbolic 
manner the Candidate is, by each successive 
degree, transplanted further on to the East 
and can, if well read in the Scriptures and 
prepared to work hard, be able continuous-
ly to reinterpret his earlier experiences and 
grasp their inner meaning, which the ritual 
texts and symbols only reluctantly reveal, 
indeed the Swedish Rite can be understood 
only by applying exegetic method.  
 
Early in the 19th century, it consisted of 
nine degrees but a rather profound reorgan-
isation and redistribution of the rite was 
made and the system came to consist of ten 
degrees. Members who belonged to the 
class of commoners could for a long period 
not advance beyond the IX° degree, and 
even there they formed a group of their 
own. Beyond the ten degrees of the Swedish 
Masonic system there is a supreme degree, 
today for convenience sake called the XI°. It 
came into being in 1811 when the Grand 
Master, who now had become King Carl 
(Charles) XIII° instituted a Royal Order that 
carries his name; it has a ritual that, at least 
partly, in content lies directly in line with 
that of the preceding degrees. 

The Swedish Rite—The Ultimate Order? 

Craft:  

St. John’s (5-6 years to progress) 

1°: Apprentice (Industrious)  

11°: Fellow Craft (Zealous)  

111°: Master (Worthy)  

St. Andrew’s (Scottish) 

IV/V°: Apprentice (Elect and Reverend)  

V°: Master (Illustrious) 

 

Chapter: 

VII°: Knight of the Rising Sun in the East and 

Jerusalem (Very Illustrious Bro.)  

VIII°: Knight Templar or Knight of the West 

(Most Illustrious Bro., Confidant of Solomon)  

IX°: Temple Commander (Enlightened Broth-

er of the Lodge of St. John)  

X°: Temple Prefect (Very Enlightened Bro. of 

the Lodge of St. Andrew) 

 
In addition, there is an eleventh degree, 
which is a superstructure, intended for the 
most senior Grand Lodge office bearers 
which came into being around 1784, they 
rank as Temple Masters and are officially ad-
dressed as Most Enlightened Brethren and 
Knight Commanders of the Red Cross.  
 
On the 27th May 1811, King Carl XIII institut-
ed the Royal Order that carries his name, it 
was to be awarded to freemasons only, and 
is a further extension of the rank structure of 
the Swedish Rite.  Masonically, they don’t (I 
believe) add to the masonic journey of a 
brother but are more an honour. 
 
However, the structure of the Craft as a 
whole makes sense and it has managed to 

avoid the confusion and plethora of degrees 
in English speaking freemasonry.  It follows a 

chronological order and makes the various 
VSL lessons comprehendible.   
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Ashlar Lodge’s Original Temple 

North of Akron, Ohio the city of Cleveland holds a treasure trove of forgot-
ten structures with stories to tell. Among them is Newburgh Masonic Tem-
ple, the once grand meeting place of Ashlar Lodge No.639.  Designed by 
Cleveland architect William J. Carter, construction of Newburgh Masonic 
Temple began in 1916. The structure was completed in 1917 at a cost of 
approximately $65,000 ($1.2 million in 2017 dollars) and the first meeting 
of the newly formed Ashlar Lodge took place there on 31st May.   
 
In 1969, due to increasing maintenance costs and lack of secure parking 
forced the lodge to sell this magnificent building and move to its present location in Summit 

Masonic Temple.  There are no plans for renovation or demolition – it is lying there until 
probably it’s declared unsafe.  If it is to be demolished, hopefully the foundation stone will 

preserved.  It’s incredibly sad to see this, bit at least the lodge is still full functioning. 
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The Square & The Compasses 

Our organization is not the only one to use the square and the compasses—here are some of 

the more prominent: 

 

The Free Gardeners (see Adelphi Bluebell No.4) 

 The square and compasses are shown with the pruning shears of a

 gardener.  Dated from about 1700. 

 

 

Incorporation of Masons’ & Wrights of Edinburgh 

 This shows a slight variation in the position of  

 Both tools to represent each trade. 

 

 

The Independent United Order of Mechanics 

 This society adds in three hammers and is dated from 1757 in  

 Lancashire, England. 

 

 

Order of United Mechanics 

 This order from Philadelphia adds an arm and   

 hammer and is dated from  1844. 

 

 

The Royal Black Institution 

 The ‘Blacks’ have an instantly recognizable crest; it was formed in 

 1797 in Ireland. 

 

 

The Worshipful Company of Carpenters 

 Founded in London, it has records from the 13th century. 

 

The obvious question is what about the Incorporation of Masons? 

Well,  their crest has the square and three castles which is a much older 

form of operative masonry. 

http://adelphibluebell4.scot/index.html
https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-v7AnU61lw4E/XnDDi-cbqII/AAAAAAAACrc/4Q8o_ITKQ7ATFDQ9bKm11bweAsmVb1dTACEwYBhgL/s1600/56958743_1069392313255293_6018024938689003520_o.jpg
https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-HDh7Wgs_R0s/XnDDgG42QUI/AAAAAAAACrU/7Fv_y8v_jnYUUynr7EhOkvNntANGyov3gCEwYBhgL/s1600/OrderMechanicsPU.jpg
https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-YM_3XBwS9XM/XnDGzJ1pY3I/AAAAAAAACr4/0nVmj86meu0ms4cZZUWW3o1p-3NRFRpHACLcBGAsYHQ/s1600/Mechanics.jpg
https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-T0C6VoFFQHU/XnDRzoNjN7I/AAAAAAAACsI/5vbXoD_e0-QY8wMAPDuWzynIyFKLfo6uACLcBGAsYHQ/s1600/Carpenters%2527_Company_of_Philadelphia_Cartouche.tif
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Prince Edward Island 

St. John’s No. 1 & Victoria Lodge No.2 in 
Charlottetown, 
 
Established 1797 & 1857 

Hiram & Lebanaon Lodge No.3 in 
Summerside. 

Established 1797 & 1857 

St George’s Lodge No.4 and St. 
Andrew’s No.13 in Montague 
 
Established 1861 & 1884 

Alexandra Lodge No.5 in Port Hill 
 
Established 1863 

Zetland Lodge No.7 in Alberton 
 
Established 1867 

True Brothers Lodge No.8 in Alber-
ton 
 
Established 1869 

Mount Zion Lodge No.12 in 
Kensington 
 
Established 1878 

Prince Edward Lodge No.14 now in Kensington 
since 2016 
 
Established 1885 

Mount Moriah Lodge No.15 in 
Central Bedeque 
 
Established 1899 

|King Edward Lodge No.16 in 
Malpeque 
 
Established 1904 

Mizpah Lodge No.17 in Eldon 
 
Established 1912 

Corinthian Lodge No.18 in O’Leary 
 
Established 1951 
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Prince Edward Island (ctd) 

The preceding page shows the various lodge under the Grand Lodge of Prince Edward Island 

in Canada.  As can be clearly seen, many are similar in style and colour, and I’m sure well 

worth a visit if traveling near that area. 

Many of the earliest traces of Freemasonry in PE Island are in consequence of the military 

struggles that characterized colonial history along the Atlantic seaboard in the last half of the 

Eighteenth Century which was not uncommon.  In 1758 following the capture of Louisbourg, 

Lord Rollo was dispatched with a force of troops to take possession of St. John’s Island for 

the British and to remove the French settlers from the Island. The mission was accomplished 

and the Island was left in the hands of a garrison that included a detachment led by Captain 

Spry who like Lord Rollo was a Freemason.  From these small beginnings of regimental or 

garrison lodges did many US and Canadian lodges start and have flourished every since. 

This magnificent jewel was presented to Bro. William Cuscaden in 
1831 by Benevolent Lodge No. 142, New York after serving as 
master since 1829. It is made of gold, silver and composite metal, 
with inlaid rhinestones and an amethyst, and with what may be a 
ruby at the top. 
 
Benevolent Lodge No. 142 was warranted in 1806 then given a 
new Warrant in 1837; the Master and certain members having 
helped to form St. John’s Grand Lodge and having withheld the 
Warrant from loyal members. (The St. John’s faction became Be-
nevolent Lodge No. 1 under St. John’s Grand Lodge jurisdiction.) In 
1849, the Lodge helped to form the Phillips Grand Lodge, but in 
August, the master and a faction took the warrant and acknowl-
edged the legitimate body. From this time to the Union there were 
two Lodges known as Benevolent Lodge No. 28. 
 
In 1837, Bro. Cuscaden became the Grand Treasurer of the first St. 
John’s Grand Lodge, serving until 1837, where the list of officers 
shows Alexander Cuscaden taking over as Grand Treasurer, while 
William Cuscaden served as Grand Marshal. 

Unique PM Jewel 
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The two-story building, now known as the Old Lincoln County Courthouse, was built in 1872 

and was originally used as the store and headquarters of L.G. Murphy & Co., the faction who 

were on the opposing side from Billy the Kid 

and his friends during the 1878 Lincoln County 

War. The building was purchased by the Coun-

ty in 1880 and served as the Courthouse from 

1881 – 1913. It was here on 28th April, 1881 

that Billy the Kid famously escaped from jail 

after killing J.W. Bell and Bob Olinger, the two 

Deputies tasked with guarding him. 

 

In the early years of the building's history, L.G. Murphy, who was a freemason, had construct-

ed a lodge room on the second floor near where the prisoners were kept (today Billy the 

Kid’s photo is shown).  One macabre element is the knowledge that Billy the Kid murdered 

J.W. Bell in the hallway staircase just a few steps outside the Lodge room door with a bullet 

hole still showing at the bottom of the stairs. 

Billy the Kid was eventually shot dead by Sheriff Pat Garrett (below) and we have another 

connection, albeit tenuous, with the Craft.  Although not a freemason (actually an Oddfellow), 

Garrett's grave and the graves of his descendants are in the Masonic Cemetery, Las Cruces.  

Why?  Aztec Lodge No.3 which owns the cemetery bought the Odd-

fellow’s Cemetery and reinterned the family in their Masonic cem-

etery.  His son, Pat Jr, is buried there and was a member of No.3. 

 

 

Old Lincoln County Courthouse 
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Old Lincoln County Courthouse (ctd) 

Today the Courthouse has been preserved 

and is looking well kept.  It is now a tourist 

attraction especially for all Wild West fans 

and Billy the Kid enthusiasts. 

 

The Lodge as it appears today is a replica, 

with various Lodges around the state donat-

ing 19th Century masonic furniture to cre-

ate the aesthetics. The Rangers who give 

tour guides mention that the Grand Lodge of 

New Mexico holds session in the room once 

per year. It’s good to see that these things 

are not hidden away, but are made known 

to all visitors.  They've done an admirable 

job of recreating the overall atmosphere of a 

frontier Lodge and it's easy to visualize the 

scene while entering the room.  

1591-92 Dundee Charter from King James VI 

JAMES By the Grace of God King of 
Scots: 

To All and sundry our lieges and sub-
jects who it affects to have knowledge, 
to these our letters shall come: 

Witness Ye that We have given and 
granted, and by these Our Letters have 
given and granted liberty, freedom and 
full power to all masons, wrights, [dykers?] slaters, and other craftsmen that work by square 
rule, line or compass under the art of geometry, who are dwelling and resident within the 
Burgh of Dundee; To elect and choose yearly at Michaelmas [29th September], their own 
Deacon of Craft, and to hold their courts and assemblies by themselves, for good order in an-
ything concerning their craft, similarly and as freely in all respects and conditions as any oth-
er craft exerts within our Burgh of Edinburgh. 

1536 Masons 'Indenture' defining the working conditions of a man called George Boiss, who 
was a Mason in Dundee.  The document mentions The 'Lady Luge of Dundee.' 
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B 
efore the erection of Lodge 

Breadalbane, Aberfeldy No.657 

there were already a number of 

Freemasons resident in the dis-

trict who were members of Lodge Tay & 

Lyon No.276 at Kenmore which had been 

founded in 1818.  According to a minute of a 

meeting of Lodge Tay & Lyon Kenmore, held 

in December 1836, it was agreed that a Depu-

tation Lodge should be given to Aberfeldy, 

with the power of opening and holding a 

branch of Lodge Tay & Lyon there, and Bro. 

James Kippen, a merchant in Aberfeldy was 

appointed Master Depute. 

 

It would appear that in order to promote and 

extend the benefits of Freemasonry to the 

areas around Kenmore, particularly Aber-

feldy, Kinloch Rannoch, Glen Lyon, Killin and 

Fortingall that Lodge Tay & Lyon as it were, 

opened branches in these places by means of 

a document drawn up by themselves which 

they called a Deputation Commission.  This 

rather irregular document nominated and 

appointed a Master Mason of lodge Tay & 

Lyon who was resident in the area designat-

ed and gave him authority to confer the three 

degrees, “as if done by us in our hall here” 

and further granted to their nominee the 

power “to make proper choice of two breth-

ren to be Wardens, and an officer, who must 

all be Master Masons”.  In a sense, the lodge 

acted in a similar manner to Mother Kilwinning 

with her daughter lodges. 

Lodge Breadalbane No. 657 in Aberfeldy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of these interesting documents dated 

18th December 1836 has survived and is in 

the possession of Lodge Tay & Lyon who 

kindly granted permission to make a copy of 

it. It is of particular interest to Aberfeldy Ma-

sons as it is obviously the means by which 

Freemasonry was developed in the Aber-

feldy area and which eventually resulted in 

the founding and erecting of Lodge Breadal-

bane, Aberfeldy No.657 in the year 1881. 

 

This Deputation Commission is made out in 

favour of their “truly and well beloved 

Brother JAMES KIPPEN” and his designated 

place of working as a Lodge was “within the 

Breadalbane Arms Inn, Aberfeldy”.  The 

names of the initiates with the appropriate 

fees were transmitted to the Treasurer at 

Kenmore, and entered in the Books of Lodge 

Tay and Lyon “with entitlement to all emolu-

ments agreeable to the Lodge and Society 

Laws”. 

 



 

                           Cross Keys  October 2020           Page 11 

Lodge Breadalbane No. 657 in Aberfeldy (ctd) 

These Lodge Tay and Lyon Deputation Commission meetings in Aberfeldy were held in one of 

the upper rooms of what is now known as Breadalbane Arms Hotel.  As Aberfeldy grew more 

important as a market town and business centre it attracted more people to the town in dif-

ferent professional and business capacities, and as a number of the new residents were also 

Freemasons from other Lodges, they made a significant increase in the number of Freema-

sons already in Aberfeldy.  This addition to number of Freemasons in Aberfeldy obviously 

influenced the founding in 1880 of Breadalbane Royal Arch Chapter No. 181.  At the same 

time many informal meetings were being held among the Freemasons with a view to erecting 

a Craft Lodge in Aberfeldy.  This required of course, that not fewer than seven Master Masons 

in good standing must apply by Petition to the Grand Lodge of Scotland praying to be consti-

tuted into a Regular Lodge and to be granted a Charter accordingly.  There were three Lodges 

in the Province who sponsored the Petition as follows: 

 

 Lodge St. John No. 14 Dunkeld 

 Lodge Operative No. 152 Dunkeld 

 Lodge Perth Royal Arch No. 122 Perth 

 

Lodges No. 14 and No. 152 both of Dunkeld amalgamated in 1935 to become The United 

Lodge of Dunkeld No. 14. 

 

The Grand Lodge Charter was duly granted and is dated 3rd February 1881, and Lodge 

Breadalbane No.657 takes its precedence among lodges according to this date.  Between the 

foundation of Lodge Breadalbane No. 657 in 1881 and the year 1899 the meetings of the Lodge 

were held in several different places in Aberfeldy.  Firstly they met in the Breadalbane Arms Ho-

tel, Aberfeldy, and then 

in Reid’s Temperance 

Hotel.  A house in Bank 

Street was the next ven-

ue for the meetings, 

though it is not record-

ed which particular 

house this was. 

The Lodge then moved 
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Lodge Breadalbane No. 657 in Aberfeldy (ctd) 

to a house above the present Library at the Town Hall.  This accommodation eventually 

proved to be unsuitable for Masonic purposes and the Lodge then obtained the lease of the 

ground floor house in Breadalbane Terrace next to the Palace Hotel from the Hotel owner 

Charles S. Bain.  The lease was for five years and Bro. John Scott P.M. of Eastertyre and later of 

Lawers View, Aberfeldy, and who was Master of the Lodge from 1897 to 1899, generously 

agreed to pay the rent of £13 per annum for the five years.  The Brethren fitted out his house as 

a Masonic Temple and spent upwards of £40 on furniture, floor coverings, painting and dec-

orating, gas fittings and also regalia boxes etc. 

The idea of a Masonic Temple of their own gathered momentum during 1904 with the satis-

factory result that in the following year on 4th May 1905 the Foundation Stone of the new 

Masonic Temple was laid on a site in what is now known as Moness Terrace, and such was 

the speed of the erection of the new building that the Brethren were able to hold their First 

Regular Meeting in the new Freemasons Hall on 4th October 1905 (see photo on previous 

page taken at the consecration in 1905. 

 

Below are photos of the inside and outside of the temple today; the latter hiding the magnifi-

cence of the lodge room. 

 

 Thanks to Bro. Alan Duff PM Acting Sec for permission to re-print this article. 
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Bro. Buffalo Bill in Scotland 

 ‘Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show’ toured Scotland on two occasions: 1891/2 and 1904. The 

1904 tour was a much larger and with more performances than that in 1891/92. The first 

performance took place in Hawick on 26 July, and the final performance being held in Dum-

fries on 14 September 1904.  

 

It was during 1904 members of the show became Freemasons in Lodge Renfrew County Kil-

winning, No.370. This has led some to assume that Brother Cody was among them. This is 

incorrect. Those members of the cast from the Wild West Show who were initiated in that 

Lodge were: 

 

Louis Henry Baker Jnr Manager Wild West Show  

Christian Bohner  Musician  

Walter Percy Beckwith Bar Manager  

Edward Ackerman Totten Orator  

John Harvey Tait  Rough Rider  

William Dietrech Baker Rough Rider  

James Henry Degnen  Rough Rider  

Benjamin Powell  Business Staff  

Matthew Lewes Saunders Properties Superintendent  

William Alfred Toombs Driver  

William Dannel   Rough Rider  

William Andrew Snyder Dining Superintendent  

Hays Hatfield   Cowboy  

Green Pryor Wheelis  Cowboy  

Robert Peter Mason  Cowboy  

Joseph Esquinel   Riding Stock Super 

John Frances Burke  Stage Coach Driver  

William Henry Goodnow Rough Rider  

 

All of the above named were Initiated into Freemasonry in the 

above-mentioned Lodge on 4th August, passed on 19th August by 

Ancient Dundee No.49 and raised on 7th September 1904 then the 

show’s one-day visit to Kilmarnock prompted ceremonials among 

the town’s Masonic Fraternities. The Moira Union Royal Arch Chap-

ter No. 249 convened a meeting at five in the afternoon at the Odd-

fellows’ Hall in John Finnie Street, at which twenty-four men were 

exalted, including the above named brethren.   

 

Buffalo Bill was initiated in Lodge Platte Valley No.32 in Nebraska 

in 1870 and in 1887 joined the Mark, Royal Arch, Scottish Rite and 

Knight Templars. When he received his MMM, he chose a buffalo 
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for his mark: what else! He was buried with Ma-

sonic honours on Lookout Mountain, near Gold-

en, Colorado (see right).  The Masonic funeral 

service that was held for him on Lookout Moun-

tain in Colorado drew 15,000 people and his 

pall bearers wearing KT uniform as a mark of 

respect. 

 

Click on the image below to read a short book-

let. 

Bro. Buffalo Bill in Scotland (ctd) 

https://issuu.com/orionsg8/docs/buffalobillfuneral?fbclid=IwAR2XyNYrZlyhI-24v_eZpyl2kSjYHHU-b-JMK_J21yMwQIQLq32p80UanJw
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 Col  

PGL Glasgow (May 1874) 
The Quarterly Communication of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Glasgow was held in St. 

Mark’s Hall.  Bro. Walter Neilson assumed control in the absence of the PGM. ‘Mr’ Thomas 

Stratford’s appeal had been dismissed and it was recommended that he is expelled from the 

Order for violating his masonic obligations as he had joined a spurious body called St. John’s 

Melrose Masons No.1 and had become master of this lodge. Why? 

 

In 1871, the old Lodge of Melrose St. John No.12 which had never joined Grand Lodge agreed 

to consider applications for Charters and in 1872 an application was received from 62 breth-

ren in Glasgow. The charter was granted and on 5th November 1872, a deputation from Mel-

rose installed the Office-Bearers and Master in the Bath Hall, London Road, Glasgow and the 

Lodge given the style and title of Glasgow Melrose St. John No.1 which was irregular. 

The Distinguished Achievement Award is the highest honor the Grand Lodge of New York 

can present to a member of the Fraternity and has been awarded to Bro. Scott F. Wolter . 

 

He is a forensic geologist and television host. He is known 

best as the host of the series America Unearthed on Sky. 

He is based out of Minnesota, where he is the founder and 

president of American Petrographic Services and the in-

ventor of Arterioportography (a process used to date and 

understand the origins of inscribed stone artifacts). In ad-

dition to investigating and dating ancient artifacts, Broth-

er Wolter was involved in analyzing fire damage to the 

concrete at the Pentagon after the September 11 terrorist 

attacks and has even helped the Las Vegas police investi-

gate a homicide where a victim was found buried in concrete. His first television appearance 

was as a Kensington rune stone expert on the documentary “Holy Grail in America,” which 

indirectly resulted in Brother Wolter hosting America Unearthed. Brother Wolter is the au-

thor of several books on geology, the Knights Templar and theories related to pre-Columbian 

contact.  

 

Bro. Wolter is a Master Mason in Wayzata No. 205 Lodge in Wayzata, MN. He and his wife 

Janet are renowned for their investigative talents that uncover historical mysteries. Their 

work sometimes finds them entangled in masonic discoveries. 

US Brother Honoured by GL of NY 
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W 
e have police and fire brigade lodges in the Scottish Craft although most 

now initiate gentlemen from all walks of life.   The Police Square Club of the 

City of New York is one of the oldest NYPD fraternal organizations. It was 

founded on 15th March, 1920. The particular aims of the Square Club are to 

promote social intercourse, strengthen friendship and promote welfare among Master Ma-

sons who are or have been employed by the New York City Police Department. Membership 

is open to all active and retired uniformed or civilian members of the service who are Master 

Masons. We also have Associate Membership for brethren employed by or retired from other 

law enforcement agencies, who reside within New York City.  

 

The Police Square Club and the Grand Lodge of the State of New York share a common goal 

and interest: membership. We respectfully request all Lodges in the NYC area inform their 

current and newly Raised Brothers who are uniformed or civilian, active or retired members 

of the New York City Police Department about the Police Square Club. The Police Square Club 

is seeking members to rebuild our famous and legendary Police Square Club Degree Team.  

 

Our Degree Team would travel to different Lodges conferring the Master Mason Degree and 

perform the Hiramic drama in NYPD uniform.  

Police Club of New York 



 

                           Cross Keys  October 2020           Page 17 

Adonhiramite Masonry 

W 
e have all heard of other ‘rites’ or orders in Freemasonry.  Many of these 

have disappeared into obscurity and some have been resuerrected by ir-

regular bodies which should be avoided.  Once such rite was called Adnm-

hiramite which was named after Adonhiram, an architect of Solomon in 

Lebanon.  In the eighteenth century, from about the middle to near the end of it, three 

schools of Masonic ritualists who were divided in opinion identity of this Temple Builder: 

1. Those who supposed him to be Hiram the son of a widow of the tribe of Naphtali, whom 

the King of Tyre had sent to King Solomon, and whom they designated as Hiram Abif. This 

was the original and most popular school, and which we now suppose to have been the 

orthodox one. 

2. Those who believed this Hiram that came out of Tyre to have been the architect, but who 

supposed that, in consequence of his excellence of character, Solomon had bestowed up-

on him the appellation of Adon, Lord or Master, calling him 

Adonhiram. As this theory was wholly unsustained by Scrip-

ture history or previous Masonic tradition, the school which 

supported it never became prominent or popular, and soon 

ceased to exist, although the error on which it is based is 

repeated at intervals in the blunder of some modern French 

ritualists. 

3. Those who, treating this Hiram, the widow's son, as a subor-

dinate and unimportant character, entirely ignored him in 

their ritual, and asserted that Adoram, or Adoniram, or 

Adonhiram, as the name was spelled by these ritualists, the 

son of Abda, the collector of tribute and the superintendent of the levy on Mount Leba-

non, was the true architect of the Temple, and the one to whom all the legendary inci-

dents of the Third Degree of Freemasonry were to be referred. 

 

 

Who was the original founder of the rite of Adonhiramite Freemasonry, and at what precise 

time it was first established, are questions that cannot now be answered with any certainty.   

The Rite of Adonhiramite Freemasonry consisted of twelve degrees, which were as follows, 

the names being given in French as well as in English: 

1. Apprentice – Apprenti. 

2. Fellow-Craft – Compagnon. 
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Adonhiramite Masonry (ctd) 

3. Master Mason – Maître. 

4. Perfect Master – Maître parfait. 

5. Elect of Nine – Premier Elu, ou L'Elu des Neuf. 

6. Elect of Perignan – Second Elu nommé Elu de Pérignan. 

7. Elect of Fifteen – Troisième Elu nommé Elu des Quinze. 

8. Minor Architect – Petit Architecte. 

9. Grand Architect, or Scottish Fellow Craft – Grand Architecte, ou Compagnon Ecossais. 

10. Scottish Master – Maître Ecossais. 

11.  Knight of the Sword, Knight of the East, or of the Eagle – Chevalier de l'Epée surnom-

mé Chevalier de l'Orient ou de l'Aigle. 

12.   Knight of Rose Croix – Chevalier de la Rose Croix. 

 

Of these twelve degrees, the first ten are occupied with the transactions of the first Temple; 

the eleventh with matters relating to the construction of the second Temple; and the twelfth 

with that Christian symbolism of Freemasonry which is peculiar to the Rose Croix of every 

Rite. All of the degrees have been borrowed from the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, 

with slight modifications, which have seldom improved their character. On the whole, the 

extinction of the Adonhiramite Rite can scarcely be considered as a loss to Freemasonry. 

It’s getting closer!  Here is an open 

day where our regular lodges have 

linked with the ladies’ order and 

are working side by side.  In the 

world today, this is probably the 

way forward and shows freemason-

ry to the world not a male bastion.  

Although each admits only men or 

women, if you want to sit together 

then co-masonry exists although 

not we are not allowed to 

join……..at the moment!  

Orders of the Craft….. 
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Second Schaw Statutes 1599 Part 1 
The second set of regulations appeared a year lat-

er in 1599, possibly due to ‘feedback’ from lodges.  

Unlike the first set, this does not appear in the mi-

nute book of the Lodge of Edinburgh (Mary’s 

Chapel) No.1.  A copy is also owned by the Grand 

Lodge of Scotland after being presented by the 

13th Earl of Eglinton and Winton in 1861, again 

found in Eglinton Castle.  This new set took in to 

account local areas (age of lodges and govern-

ance) and the recording of minutes, but now in-

clude a most debated point in current times: the 

testing of brethren in the Art of Memory.  It is very 

clear that the Mason Trade in Scotland was under 

a much tighter control than its equivalent in Eng-

land which could be described as ad hoc.  “Some of 

the features evident in Scotland can also be seen 

in England during the middle of the seventeenth 

century.” 

 

It is clear the second SS was written mainly for 

Kilwinning and it is the oldest reference to the 

Mother Lodge.  Unfortunately, no records exist 

before 1642 and it is difficult to know how much 

real control the lodge had in the west of Scotland 

or how strict the testing was for the ‘essay’ pieces.  

However, an early minute mentions the annual 

meeting in Kilbarchan which may have been for 

masons in that area – it is also very explicit in de-

tailing the fines to be imposed for absence from 

the meeting. 

 

The wording has long been argued over, but the 

words “. . .  heid and second ludge of Scotland . . .” 

suggest that Edinburgh, Kilwinning and Stirling 

were all considered as a head lodge (Provincial 

lodge?) in their localities. Whether this was in-

tended or not, we will probably never know. 

 

The fourteen items of the Second Schaw Statutes 

are defined (briefly): 

Item 3:  It is thought necessary and expedient that Edinburgh shall be in all future time, as before, the 

first and principal lodge in Scotland, and that Kilwinning shall be the second lodge, as it has been be-

fore notoriously manifest in our old ancient writings, and that Stirling shall be the third lodge, accord-

ing to the old privileges. 

Item 4:   It is thought expedient that the wardens of every lodge shall be answerable to the Presbyter-

ies of the church within their sheriff’s jurisdiction, for the masons subject to their lodges, regarding all 

offenses any of them shall commit, and one-third part of the fines paid shall be used for the Godly uses 

of the lodge where any offense was committed. 

Item 6:  It is ordered that the warden of Kilwinning, as second in Scotland, shall select and choose six 

of the most perfect and worthiest masons within their boundaries, to test the qualification of all the 

Masons within the aforesaid boundaries of their art, craft, Science and ancient memory. . . 

Item 8:  The warden and deacon, with his Quarter masters, shall select, choose and constitute a quali-

fied notary as an ordinary clerk and scribe, and that the said notary who is chosen shall occupy the 

office . . . (ie.  Secretary). 

Item 10:  It is ordered that all fellow crafts at his entry pay to the common books of the lodge the sum 

of £10 with 10 shillings worth of gloves before he is admitted, and that shall include the expense for 

the banquet, and he shall not be admitted without a sufficient test and proof of memory and art of 

craft by the warden, deacon and quarter masters of the lodge. 

Although three lodges are mentioned all being 

from the central belt, it would appear that lodges 

in the north east of the country had a similar con-

trol of the highlands. A good example appears in 

the Lodge of Aberdeen No.1 whose bye-laws were 

as strict as the statutes.  It states that the Sabbath 

day must be adhered to by all members of the ma-

son trade or they “. . . ordain the Law of the Lodge 
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be inflicted upon him and also a great fine.” 

 

This set of statutes can be divided into three dis-

tinct groups, defining: 

• the status of MK0 

• the powers of the lodge 

• the management of the lodge 

 

Little did Schaw know that his second set would 

cause a debate that went on for centuries by writ-

ing  

“. . .  as the heid and secund ludge of Scotland . . .”   

This adjective ‘second’ has caused some heated 

debates that have not been settled.  In the second 

edition of the Grand Lodge Year Book, Grantham 

states the new set of statutes may have been writ-

ten because Kilwinning was different from Edin-

burgh in that it was not a town or burgh.  There-

fore it was not an incorporation with a Seal of 

Cause granting powers from the civic authority 

and as a lodge required to have powers to act as 

an incorporation.  Some authors believe that “. . . 

in those places, where there was no other kind of 

trade organisation, that the masons . . . formed 

themselves into lodges, in imitation of the guilds, 

so they had some form of self-government on the 

job, while they were far away from all other 

forms of trade control.” This is a sensible explana-

tion for the duplication of a governing body. 

Ness states that the Edinburgh Incorporation 

with its Seal of Cause from 1475 wanted to exert 

their power over Kilwinning which was out with 

its jurisdiction and “. . . were definitely an authori-

ty of her own standing long before 1475.”  Was 

pressure put on Schaw to place Kilwinning as sec-

ond on some kind of list?  Probably, but it would 

appear the statutes were not to the satisfaction of 

the brethren in Kilwinning as it is never men-

tioned in the minutes books during the following 

century. 

 

Ness argues that the terms ‘needful’ and 

‘expedient’ relate to maintaining Edinburgh’s in-

terest as a commercial capital by allocating the 

Lodge of Edinburgh as “the first and principall 

ludge of Scotland.”  This is very possible the case 

as Kilwinning was a backwater compared to the 

metropolis.  However, did Schaw realise that Kil-

winning did have some kind of claim and there-

fore use the expression ‘head and second lodge’?  

He uses the term head only once, but second sev-

en times.  Was his terminology a clever use of 

words to get him out of a verbal attack from Edin-

burgh?  How long did the first set take to com-

pile?  The second set took less than a year and 

must have been hurried to satisfy various bodies.  

It is difficult to argue conclusively one way or an-

other as to the real meaning and the debate will 

continue as long as lodges in the east and west of 

the country exist! 

Second Schaw Statutes 1599 Part 1 

Part 2 will follow in December and will look at the Art of Memory in particular. 
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No ‘No.1’? 
Why does Pennsylvania have no Lodge No. 1? The story is a bit complicated, dating back to the An-

cients / Moderns split in Philadelphia in the late 1700's. When Lodge No. 1 was established by the 

Ancient Grand Lodge in England, it quickly became apparent that a single lodge would not be able to 

fully promote the “Ancient” form of Freemasonry in opposition to the several “Modern” lodges.  The 

brethren of Lodge No. 1 therefore requested for the Ancient Grand Lodge 

of England to establish an Ancient Grand Lodge in Pennsylvania, so that 

new Ancient lodges could be lawful- ly warranted and created.  Anticipating 

that their petition would be granted, Lodge No. 1 renamed itself “Lodge No. 

2” in 1760, surrendering “Lodge No. 1” to the forthcoming Provincial Grand 

Lodge.  The Ancient Provincial Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania was there-

after established by the Ancient Grand Lodge of England on July 15, 

1761.  For the first several years of its existence, Lodge No. 2 was virtually synonymous with the An-

cient Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania – all of the Grand Officers came from Lodge No. 2 until 1772. For 

this reason, and to this day, there is no Lodge No. 1 in Pennsylvania! (Text taken from the history of 

Lodge No. 2.) 

 

From a Facebook post. 

Advancement—Do you agree? 

“Progress in the degrees requires a mutual commitment of time and effort from candidate and 

mentor alike. Some form of proficiency, be it the catechisms, or papers delivered before the 

Lodge, should be required before allowing any brother to advance. Otherwise the brother learns 

that his advancement has no measurable value, other than his mere presence. Certainly not eve-

ry man can do memory work, and not every man is a writer. But if he is not willing to even at-

tempt to do either, then perhaps he should simply not be a Mason to begin with.  

 

This step, while admittedly difficult for some, is firmly grounded in the Book of Constitutions, 

without question. Masonry has never intended the adoption of a progressive line. A progressive 

line should only function when the next man down has the full faith and trust of his fellows that 

he will rule and govern his Lodge properly, because he has properly learned the requirements of 

his office. Of course, human nature is what it is, and mistakes can always happen, but they can 

be mitigated if such a standard is put in place because no one advances until and unless they 

are ready to do so. The only way to justify a progressive line is if every officer is carrying his 

weight to the extent of his office, while at the same time preparing himself diligently to advance 

to the next one.” 

 

We have seen poor masters, PGMs, etc—this is more applicable recently than ever before be-

cause we do not have enough brethren to carry out their duties correctly.  Is there an an-

swer? 
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Waco Lodge No.92 (Texas) 

Since 1851, five buildings have served as the permanent meeting places of Waco Lodge No. 
92. From 1851 to 1857, the lodge met in the store of Walker & Toole. From 1857 to 1875, it 
met in the Downs Building on the Square (below) which burned down in 1875 and a new 
Downs Building/Masonic Temple was built in its place (bottom).  
 
The Downs Building where the lodge met from 1857 to 1875 was a social, cultural, and an 
economic hub of Waco. One of Waco’s early newspapers was printed there and various law-
yers and businessmen officed there. It was the first three-story building in Waco and the 
third floor was reserved especially for the brethren and is very clear to see being the only 
three-storey building.  This is the only photo of the building. 
 
The lodge met in there until it also burned in 1909 and then built a Temple at 8th and Wash-
ington and met there from 1912 to 1969 (from 1909 to 1912, we met in the first Grand 
Lodge in Waco). The 8th and Washington Temple is still there but since 1969, Quebe Temple 

on Cobbs Drive has been its home.  
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King Solomon’s Temple & Freemasonry 

Many detractors of Freemasonry do so on purely 
religious grounds. Their knowledge of Masonic 
ritual, which is often limited, leads them to be-
lieve that it is based on the Old Testament and 
excludes any reference to the New Testament. In 
their minds this 'proves' that Freemasonry is anti
-Christian and that means, to extend that faulty 
logic, that Freemasonry is 'pro-Jewish'. However, 
this logic is faulty because it is based on a reli-
gious interpretation of Masonic ritual. Because 
they often reject the Craft's assertion that Free-
masonry is not a religion and undoubtedly influ-
enced by some inherent prejudice, this argument 
is frequently presented. This false perception of 
Freemasonry is extremely difficult to counter giv-
en that Freemasons have a self-imposed rule not 
to become involved in matters of religion. That 
avoidance of the subject of religion has been, in 
my opinion, too narrowly and too strictly inter-
preted and means that we have avoided explain-
ing the 'religious dilemma', even to our own 
members. If Freemasons do not understand the 
rationale of those who attack us on religious 
grounds, then how can they be expected to un-
derstand, let alone refute those false arguments? 
Consequently, there is no such refutation and 
Freemasonry offers no defence to the various al-
legations. Silence in the face of accusation is 
equated with 'GUILTY' to most people. This short 
article will attempt to explain why the claim that 
Freemasonry is anti-Christian is patently wrong 
and will use the example of King Solomon's Tem-
ple to illustrate how, and perhaps why, these in-
correct views have been promulgated. 
 
Firstly, let us deal with the claim that because Ma-
sonic ritual is based on the principal texts of the 
Jewish faith and the principal books (the Old Tes-
tament) of the Christian faith (the other being the 
New Testament), Freemasonry must have a reli-
gious basis. It is of crucial importance to realise 
that this view of Freemasonry comes from those 
who rely on their personal religious knowledge 
and experience to decipher Freemasonry and its 
ritual. Doing so leads them to consider Freema-
sonry in a rigidly non-secular and erroneous con-
text. Here we reach the crux of this argument. 
Those who authored and elaborated Masonic rit-
ual did not do so from a religious perspective, 
rather they looked at the Old Testament and read 
incredibly rich and varied historical stories and 
lessons of morality. 
 
The origins of modern Freemasonry are now 
clearly established as beginning in Scotland and 

which is substantiated by an enormous corpus of 
written material from the late 16th Century. (1) 
There is some evidence that Scottish Lodges ex-
isted even before Lodge documents were first 
written. (2) These Lodges only accepted stonema-
sons. In other words, more than 99% of present-
day Freemasons would not have been admitted! 
We don't know with any certainty exactly what 
ceremonies these early Lodges performed in the 
admission of new members. It is highly unlikely 
that when they arrived on the Lodge door-step 
they were greeted with: 'Hello, nice to see you 
here, the fee is 10 shillings, you are now a mason'! 
Far more likely there was some form of ceremony 
to mark the occasion. The early records show that 
this was one, if not the most important function 
performed at the meetings of stonemasons in 
their Lodges. (3) The admission of new members 
into any organisation is usually accompanied by 
some ceremonial, even if a very simple one. The 
first day of a new job almost always involves a 
'ceremony' of welcome; being introduced to exist-
ing members of staff; being provided with equip-
ment for the job etc.  
 
Admission to other positions, especially those in 
public office, can often be far more elaborate. 
Take the pomp and ceremony that accompanies 
the coronation of a new monarch or the investi-
ture of a new US President. In short, human be-
ings rarely miss the opportunity to make a bit of a 
fuss when a new member joins a particular group 
or is elevated to an exalted position. In this sense, 
Freemasonry is no different (other than the fact 
that it's private and has become very lengthy and 
elaborate). Most ceremonies differ from each oth-
er because they're designed to reflect the unique 
essence of the organisation and a distinctive ad-
mission ceremony ensured that each new mem-
ber was in no doubt that he was joining a 
'selective and elite' group. For example, only peo-
ple who have made a significant contribution or 
achieved certain qualifications in their field of 
expertise will be admitted to full membership of a 
professional body. 
 
When viewed in this context, the requirements 
for becoming a Freemason might seem a little 
strange, as the qualifications for membership are 
relatively easy - whether they are too easy is not 
for discussion here. Originally, the first qualifica-
tion for admission was simple; one had to be a 
stonemason and that immediately limited mem-
bership to a small and exclusive number of men. 
The ceremony of admission was conducted by 
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stonemasons, in front of stone-
masons and for stonemasons 
and no one else. With that in 
mind, the concept of creating a 
ceremony based on the activities 
of baxters (bakers) or cordiners 
(shoemakers) would not have 
occurred to these stonemasons. 
Where then did they get the idea 
for their initiation ceremony? 
The earliest Masonic records of 
the time indicate that the aver-
age level of education was rudi-
mentary when compared to to-
day. However, there was one 
book that was known to all - the 
Bible.  Stonemasons of the time 
were at best semi-literate but all 
of them would be familiar with 
the stories in the Old Testament. 
It was this book that informed 
the 'ordinary' people on matters 
of religion, morals, law and his-
tory. Imagine if you will, the feel-
ings of a stonemason upon read-
ing I Kings and II Chronicles, 
where he learns of the first 
stone building in the world. (4) 
The impact would have been 
intensified by the fact that not 
only was it the first stone build-
ing, but it was also a sacred 
building, a temple. (5) King Solo-
mon's Temple (KST) was there-
fore built by stonemasons just 
like him. To a Scottish stonema-
son, the long and detailed story 
of the building of KST as related 
in the Old Testament on the 
'other side of the world', would 
not only have seemed exotic and 
exciting, it would also have 
made him feel proud, proud of 
being a stonemason. In light of 
this, it is almost inconceivable 
that Scottish stonemasons 
would have chosen anything 
else on which to base their cere-
mony of initiation. At this point 
then we have returned to the 
popular but erroneous interpre-
tation of Freemasonry in a reli-
gious context. The stonemasons 
of Scotland chose the story of 

the building of KST because of 
its historical importance rather 
than its religious functions. The 
building of KST appealed to 
them because 'they' built it and 
not because it was a place of 
worship. 
 
If that was all there was to it, we 
would have to admit it's little 
more than conjecture, an inter-
esting but merely a romantic 
story. However, there's evidence 
that directly supports this theo-
ry. The Schaw Statutes of 1598 
and 1599 make clear reference 
to the existence of some sort of 
ceremony enacted within the 
Lodges of the time. Unfortunate-
ly, there are no specific details 
regarding the ceremony's con-
tent. Although, there are fre-
quent, oblique references in 
Lodge records throughout the 
17th century, it is not until al-
most 100 years later that we 
find hard evidence of what the 
ceremony contained, and then 
only brief details are provided. 
Scotland is blessed in having the 
earliest Masonic rituals. The first 
of these is known as the Edin-
burgh Register House MS 
(1696). This and two others, 
dated 1705 and 1710, are al-
most identical in content. Alt-
hough written by different peo-
ple, describing these as 'rituals' 
is a little inaccurate as they con-
sist of two parts and served at 
least three purposes: 
 
• A 'prompt sheet' probably to 
keep the Master 'on track'. 
• A brief outline of the ceremo-
ny, including the obligation. 
• A series of questions to be put 
to non-Masons as well as Free-
masons. 
 
The part of the ritual containing 
questions (which could well 
have been the equivalent of our 
modern Test Questions) is 

known as the Scottish Masonic 
Catechism. It contained 14 or 15 
questions and answers. These 
'rituals' come from different 
parts of Scotland and illustrated 
that there was a national system 
of Lodges sharing a common 
ritual, obligation and catechism. 
It's significant to note that they 
pre-date the existence of any 
Grand Lodge. What they contain 
is of great importance, but they 
focus here is upon what they tell 
us about KST. There are two ref-
erences in the catechism – ques-
tions eight and nine and the an-
swers thereto but which we can-
not, for obvious reasons, repro-
duce here. 
 
These are questions relate to the 
admission of an Entered Ap-
prentice and therefore show 
that KST is so important that it 
one of the first things a new can-
didate is taught. The fact that it's 
mentioned twice demonstrates 
that it's central to the lore of the 
Craft. Additionally, these two 
questions and their accompany-
ing responses, tell us something 
more. 
 
Question 8 is the kind of ques-
tion in which stonemasons 
would have been interested, as 
it's of a practical value... 
knowledge of the orientation of 
the structure. But the answer 
reveals that KST is so important 
that it simply must be identified 
by location. The answer could've 
more simple and would have 
been sufficient to answer the 
practical needs of a stonemason. 
Naming the particular building 
(KST), shows that a specific 
knowledge of it, is vital in under-
standing the Craft. KST is of such 
importance, that it's mentioned 
again in another question and 
the answer ties the stonema-
sons' Lodges directly to KST. As 
we've seen, KST was the first 

King Solomon’s Temple & Freemasonry (ctd) 
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stone building in the world (the source being the 
Bible), so logically, the first Lodge must also have 
been there. 
 
These two questions and the answers show that 
our predecessors in the Craft did not use KST as a 
religious reference but only because of its compel-
ling historical attraction. (6) Question 8 carries no 
religious connotations, being merely descriptive 
in nature. Question 9 is even more emphatic. The 
first Lodge did not meet in the temple but only in 
the porch, or entryway, and which only measured 
20 feet by 15 feet, on either side of which stood 
two pillars. (7) If those who devised the ritual 
wanted to make use of KST for a religious purpose 
they would not have chosen the least important 
part of the building. One might even interpret this 
as a deliberate comment on the non-religious 
character of Freemasonry. The entrance is not a 
religious space, no religious ceremonies took 
place there and it is removed from the sacred 
parts of the temple. In other words, it was the ac-
cess point to the first apartment of the temple, the 
hekal which led to the second apartment, the 
sanctum sanctorum (the Holy of Holies). 

 
Were the ancient stonemasons making the point 
that although they were proud to be the builders 
of KST they made no claim to have a religious con-
nection to King Solomon's Temple? (8) 
 
My thanks to Brother Robert L. D. Cooper Curator 
The Grand Lodge of Scotland Museum and Library 
 

King Solomon’s Temple & Freemasonry (ctd) 

Endnotes 

(1) The earliest Minutes are those of Lodge Aitchesons' Haven and commence on 9th January 1599. 

(2) There is a reference to a Lodge in Edinburgh City records in 1491. 

(3) At nearly every meeting names of new members are recorded in the early Minutes Books. 

(4) I Kings, Chapters 5 - 8 and II Chronicles, Chapters 2 - 7. 

(5) The first building in the Bible was the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11: l - 9) but it was made from 

brick not stone and was an affront to God. Stonemasons would have despised such a structure for 

both reasons. 

(6) In light of this it begs the question why do our detractors insist that Freemasonry is a religion 

when it patently is not… 

(7) From this it is easy to see why the pillars later came to figure so prominently in Masonic ritual. 

(8) Freemasons may well have unconsciously assisted our detractors by describing our Lodges as 

'temples' but is much easier to say that than: 'I am going to the porch of the temple'! 
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The Platonic Solids are the five little white 
objects that lie in front of the Pedestal in 
many English Chapters and unknown in most 
Scottish Chapters.  They were briefly touched 
on in the March 2020 Edition, but here is a 
more straightforward explanation which 
leads onto Rosicrucian thinking. 
 
They have a curious background and history. 
They were identified and defined by Plato in 
ancient Greece sometime around 380 BCE, 
having first being described by Pythagoras 
about 500 BCE. There are only five Platonic 
Solids and they are the only regular (equal 
sided) solids that it is possible to construct. 
They are constructed from triangles, squares, 
and pentagons, with sides of equal length.  
 
It is not possible to construct a regular solid 
from a hexagon, or anything with more sides. 
The full explanation of this statement in-
volves complex geometrical theory and 
would detract from the point of this straight-
forward description of this phenomenon.  
 
Each body though represents one of ‘The four 
Elements and Sphere of the Universe’ pro-

posed by Plato. The four basic elements are 
Fire, Air, Earth, and Water to which he added 
the Universe, or ‘everything else’. Plato and 
his students argued that everything created 
by the Deity must be visible and tangible, or it 
can’t exist; hence the importance of the solid 
shapes in ancient times. 
 

Tetrahedron – represents Fire because it is 

the sharpest and most agile and is formed by 
four equal and equilateral triangles. 
Octahedron – represents Air because it is the 
least stable and is formed by eight equal and 
equilateral triangles. 
Hexahedron (Cube) – represents Earth be-
cause it is the most stable shape and is 
formed by six equal squares. 
Icosahedron – represents Water because it 
is the heaviest shape and is formed by twenty 
equal and equilateral triangles. 
Dodecahedron – represents the Sphere of 
the Universe because it is very close to a 
sphere, the most perfect form and is formed 
by twelve equal and equilateral pentagons. 
 
Where does this fit in the Royal Arch? During 
the Exodus, the Israelites spent 40 years wan-
dering in the wilderness, camping in tents. 
The Twelve Tribes pitched their tents in four 
groups of three tribes to the East, South, West 
and North of the Tabernacle, in a defensive 
square. Each group was led by a Major Tribe, 
represented by one of the four elements, Fire, 
Air, Earth and Water. As most of the Israelites 
were illiterate, they looked for banners dis-
playing these symbols to know where they 

should pitch their tents. 
 
There is however one overriding and simple 
explanation to the presence of the Platonic 
Solids in our Chapters and that is they repre-
sent, ‘Everything that God created’, namely 
Fire, Earth, Air, Water, and the Universe. In 
its allegory Royal Arch Masonry is concerned 
with everything God created. 

The 5 Platonic Solids of the Royal Arch 
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Who Manages the Managers? 

Imagine an international Corpo-
ration with over 8,322 offices 
spread over 34 countries world-
wide with a workforce of over 
270,000. You are the CEO and 
you are charged with ensuring 
every office provides the exact 
same quality product. Let’s now 
make things really interesting 
and insist that offices within 
each country achieve the same 
standards set by you. Congratu-
lations, you now Head, Quality 
Control - WorldWide.  

The United Grand Lodge of Eng-
land defines itself on its website 
as: ‘A Grand Lodge with 270,000 
members grouped in 8,322 lodg-
es. Lodges within the United 
Kingdom are grouped into 47 
Provinces, and Lodges meeting 
abroad are grouped in 33 Dis-
tricts.’  

The challenges facing freema-
sonry today are no longer a mys-
tery; we all know that a direct 
correlation exists between mem-
bership retention and Masonic 
education. Can it be as simple as 
that? One thing that Freemason-
ry isn’t, is simple; the fraternity 
presents us with a journey filled 
with symbols, veiled in allegory, 
and shrouded by mysticism.  

But who guides us on this jour-
ney and how do we ensure all 
270,000 are equally equipped 
for the journey? We all know 
that any organization is as good 
as it’s end product. To this end, 

the UGLE has promoted pro-
grams that provide powerful 
tools such as; Mentor, Orator, 
Communication, Social Rela-
tions, Information Technology 
and Charity. It also provides ve-
hicles for communication; one is 
the online magazine, Freema-
sonry Today.  

Still, how do we ensure Quality 
is maintained? Who manages the 
managers? How do we bench-
mark our performance: rituals, 
education, membership reten-
tion, quality of initiates, effective 
Boards, etc. How do we ensure 
that the high standards set by 
the Head Office are maintained 
at the distant branches? How are 
these 8,322 offices empowering 
their workforce and promoting 
the teachings with the same zeal 
and enthusiasm?  

In the business world, lateral 
organizational arrangements 
add value, manage the business 
and contribute to strategic suc-
cess but, conversely, they can 
make spectacular errors that can 
be very costly to the organiza-
tion. However, in many modern 
organisations where conven-
tional communication structures 
either do not exist or are less 
formal, communication tends to 
be horizontal, between individu-
als and departments, rather than 
the upwards or downward flow 
assumed to be the normal case. 
Therefore, the decentralization 
principle is important as the 

central tenet of many business 
practices.  

Decentralization of each and 
every program launched by 
Grand Lodge should therefore 
have a clear and direct link with 
the respective Officers: Orators, 
Presidents of Boards, Mentor 
Program Heads, Communication 
officers, etc.  [Ed:Today the excel-
lent Solomon has been developed 
to help new and old masons]. 

Each and every Officer at Head 
Office should now be responsi-
ble for their effect on that final 
product in each and every one of 
these 8,322 offices. With an im-
proved and decentralized com-
munication policy, and the inser-
tion of effective checks and bal-
ances for each and every pro-
gram, the end product readily 
becomes a well read, motivated, 
and driven Brother with a clear 
sense of purpose. A Brother 
who, where ever he resides, will 
be properly prepared for his 
journey.  

Ed: with the recent lockdown, it 
has proven more essential than 
ever for lodges, etc to stay in 
touch with members.    We have 
seen the success of many ‘zoom’ 
talks such as Lodge Hope of Ku-
rachee, The Grand Loge of Scot-
land Heritage Group (links last 
month) and the Grand Lodge of 
Georgia have produced some 
excellent talks. 

Thanks to Bro. Rabie Jarmakani 

Past Master of St. George’s Lodge No. 3065(EC) in Lagos, and a charter member of the newly formed 

Abuja Lodge No. 9866 in Abuja. 
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The Code Breakers 

A very good article appeared in the cur-
rent California Freemason magazine 
about secret messages  decoded using 
cryptic (not R&S Masters!) cyphers. 
 
One such example discussed is from the 
History of the Royal Arch and was part of 
the Folger Manuscript dated 1826.  An-
other example was given in January and 
February 2020 regarding the Copiale 
cipher. 
 
Click on the link above to read more 
about Folger and whether it has been 
decoded.  

The Grand Lodge of Russia 

The Installation of the Grand Master took place last month, but under the new Covid guide-
lines which makes things look rather strange.  However, it did take place and Bro. Andrey 
Bogdanov was once again installed as the Grand Master of Russia for another 5 years.  Con-
gratulations to Bro Bogdanov and his Grand Officers.   

https://californiafreemason.org/2020/08/28/the-code-breakers/
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Grand Lodge History & Heritage Group—Scotland’s Early Lodges 
 
The following lectures from brethren from each lodge can be accessed by clicking 
the links: 
 
Mother Kilwinning No.O 
 
The Lodge of Edinburgh No.1 
 
The Lodge of Melrose St. John No.1 bis 
 
The Lodge of Aberdeen No.1 ter 
 
Canongate Kilwinning No.2 
 
Scone & Perth No.3   
 
The Lodge of Glasgow  St. John No.3 bis  
 
Glasgow Kilwinning Lodge No.4 

 

It is with deep sadness and much regret that we have to inform you of a loss sustained to the  
craft in Renfrewshire in the passing to the Grand Lodge above of the following Brother: 

 
Bro. Arthur Cameron 

In Memoriam 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uv6tlhftJGH13xttAQImAvp3oJvh2tCe/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19Lm0X8ia9_wToNn4UFK_AWnaXnI32gen/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hZZDSaPHswAOYFSODL7gjC-FbQsp717n/view?fbclid=IwAR2opN9u8pwr-sBg0FM3EprAqgIT93SSNV8-EGFFNWbZ9CzxvXozaSLYTkI
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kWu-N5Y5DMNVevnsv7DApXVfRRd4po6a/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DqN6GZ0y5Evx9OHpVsJSQ2eHxyv6UIyE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U1AlMA5c1K0TQgpPtERsVJr_oUG7dMpc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vtQadeuYwptp4LYj8jbH9vkea8qh08BK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SUma-0BREdxgd0dbl-RzPJXwz8XlCBxd/view?fbclid=IwAR3ywCYvWH19-dHJyAjAXGb1fcV1Tn1zvQAfbsfl6LoRyZXtXklA7a2vGAs
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For the Brethren of Selsdon park Lodge No.5005 (EC) 

My thanks to Bro. Tony Campbell PM 5005 (and regular visitor to 242) for supplying this sad 
poem.  Happier times below in 2001—the brethren of 5005 will always be welcome in 242. 


